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Colleen Mercer Clarke, Ph.D., FCSLA 
 
 

Address 

 

495 Baringham Place  

Waterloo, ON N2T 2J4 

Phone Number 519-880-8834 

E-mail Address Mercerclarke@rogers.com 

Component Organization APALA 

Language (bold all that apply) English  French  Other: 

 
key subject areas  
 

 Brownfield Redevelopment  Cultural & Heritage Landscapes 
 Garden Design X International Practice 
X Landscape Architecture – General  Landscape Assessment/Visual Analysis 
 Landscape Management & Restoration  Parks Planning & Design 
 Resort & Recreational Areas  Sports Fields & Athletic Facilities 
X Storm Water Management  Streetscapes 
 Low Impact Development X Sustainability & Innovation 
 Trails & Transportation  Urban Design 
X Waterfront Development X Other: Coastal tourism and sea level rise, 

Environment and Sustainability, Coastal 
development management, Climate 
Change Adaptation 

 Institutional   

 

regions where interested in speaking 
 

X British Columbia X Northwest Territories 
X Nunavut  Alberta 
 Saskatchewan  Manitoba 
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X Ontario X Québec 
X Newfoundland/Labrador X Nova Scotia 
X Prince Edward Island X New Brunswick 
X USA X International 

 

description of speaking interests and expertise, including a list of previous 
speaking engagements 
 
During her career Colleen has made a large number of presentations to professional, academic, and general 
audiences.  She is a popular speaker, whose presentations are passionate, informative, entertaining, and (in 
keeping with her Newfoundland heritage) often humorous.   
 
Currently Colleen is a member of the ICURA Canada-Caribbean C-Change project, a collaboration among six 
universities and eight partner municipalities, assisting coastal communities in their planning and adaptation 
to sea level rise and severe weather associated with climate change.  She also serves on the National Advisory 
Committee for the Assessment of Risks of Coastal Climate Change, an initiative of Natural Resources Canada.  

Colleen’s interests and experience include the need for adaptation to impending impacts of climate change 
(e.g. sea level rise and severe weather), the state of Canada’s coastal landscapes, and the broadening role of 
landscape architects in protecting and shaping the future.  Her portfolio includes invited presentations 
(keynotes, guest lectures) as well as panel and paper presentations.  Most recently Colleen has spoken 
nationally and internationally (e.g. Washington DC, Grand Cayman, Trinidad, Aberdeen) at events including.   

 
MERCER CLARKE, C., J.D. CLARKE, AND D. E. LANE. 2013 Holding back the tide: Coastal development and climate change in 

Canada and the Caribbean. An accepted presentation at the 38th Annual CSA Conference, Grenada Grand Beach 
Resort, Grand Anse, Grenada, 3-7 June 2013. 

MERCER CLARKE, C.S.L. 2012. Taking the pulse: A proposed framework for Assessing and Reporting on the Status and 
Trends in Ocean and Coastal Health in Canada. An invited presentation to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Agency, Washington DC, April 2012. 

MERCER CLARKE, C.S.L. 2012. The Gander Legacy Park:  A community’s tribute to the heroic actions of the Newfoundland 
dog, Sgt. Gander at the Battle of Hong Kong,.  A presentation to Mayor and Council. Gander, NL, February 2012. 
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brief biography 
 
 
Dr. Mercer Clarke has over 30 years’ experience in the private sector as a coastal ecologist (MSc, Memorial U, 
1976) and landscape architect (MLA, U Guelph, 1987) working on a wide array of initiatives throughout Eastern 
and Atlantic Canada and internationally.  Colleen recently completed an interdisciplinary doctorate (Dalhousie 
U, 2010) on coastal health and management, and a Post Doctoral Fellowship with the Canadian Healthy Oceans 
Network (Memorial U, 2011), where she devised a framework for assessing and reporting on the status and 
trends in oceans and coastal health in Canada.  Born and raised in Newfoundland, Colleen has always been 
passionate about Canada’s coasts, recently completing an interdisciplinary doctorate (Dalhousie U, 2010) on 
sustaining coastal landscapes, and a Post Doctoral Fellowship (Memorial U, 2011) on assessing and reporting 
on the status and trends in oceans and coastal health in Canada.   
 
Her widely ranging portfolio includes international and national coastal management, watershed, regional and 
municipal planning, industrial and commercial development, environmental audit and ecological restoration of 
impacted sites.  In addition to being a past-president of the CSLA, Colleen has served on many Boards and 
Executives and has been active regionally, nationally and internationally in conservation and protection policy 
development.  In 2009, in recognition of her service to the profession and to the environment, she was elected 
to the College of Fellows of the CSLA.   
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