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November 24th, 2015 
 
 
The Honourable Catherine McKenna 
Minister of the Environment and Climate Change 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
On behalf of the Canadian Society of Landscape Architects, I would like to congratulate you on your 
appointment as Minister of the Environment and Climate Change.  
 
The Canadian Society of Landscape Architects (CSLA) is a professional organization with over 1,980 landscape 
architects as members. Landscape architects work to accommodate both the needs of human society and the 
natural environment, respect the cultural landscapes of the past, and plan sustainably for the future. As the 
voice of the profession in Canada, the CSLA is an advocate for its members on wide-ranging and important 
issues such as urban design and urban renewal, sustainability, conservation of our natural and cultural heritage 
and mitigation and adaptation to the changing climate. 
 
Landscape architects in Canada have for decades played integral roles in the conservation of the Canadian 
environment and in the development of Canadian communities. We have shaped many of the countries iconic 
landscapes though sound planning, aesthetic and functional design and dedication to the protection and 
sustainability of cultural assets and protected areas in towns, cities and in the remaining Canadian wilderness.  
The work of landscape architects is all around us, whether in the quiet beauty of Lake Louise, the solace of an 
urban park, the preservation of historically significant green spaces, the improved functioning of a storm water 
system, or the efficient operation of a mall parking lot on a busy Saturday. 
 
The CSLA and its Members recognize that Canada’s landscapes are iconic and vital, understand the value in the 
diversity of Canadians, inspire stewardship of the land and the water, expand knowledge through science and 
communication. These values are well expressed in the CSLA’s recently ratified Canadian Landscape Charter . 
We appreciate your commitment to investing in our communities, investing in green infrastructure, creating 
better cities, and in reducing the impacts and maximizing the opportunities created by global and local climate 
change.  
 
In 2014, the CSLA’s National Congress focused on the changing climate. Shortly thereafter we established the 
CSLA Climate Change Adaptation Task Force, comprised of Members from across the country, to implement 
an action plan on climate change adaptation. Through our partnerships with lead research teams across the 
country, we are working to ensure a better understanding of the challenge, and a thoughtful, long-term 
investment in planning for the future.  
 

http://www.csla-aapc.ca/canadian-landscape-charter
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The CSLA can help you develop real climate change solutions and can contribute to a framework to 
combat climate change. As such, we would request to meet with you on the morning of January 28th 
2016 to discuss ways in which our professional association can help shape programs and policies that 
affect Canadian and international cities, landscapes, and citizens and, more specifically, to discuss how 
landscape architects can contribute to adapting to and mitigating the effects of climate change. 
 
Landscape architects understand the linkages between a healthy and sustainable environment, and a thriving 
human society. We are concerned with environmental protection, with social vulnerability, with the equitable 
access to resources, with sustainably fostering the needs of the private sector, and with the creation of 
beautiful, functioning cities and towns that support local well-being and attract new investment.  
 
Canada’s landscape architects are eager to contribute to the discussion, to offer the service of the senior 
members of our profession in policy consultation, and use the interdisciplinary approach of landscape 
architecture to make our country a better place for all Canadians.  
 
We hope that you are available to meet on January 28th, 2016. Please contact our Executive Director, Michelle 
Legault, at 1-866-781-9799 or at executive-director@csla-aapc.ca.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robert Norman, OALA, CSLA 
President, CSLA 
 
Encl. Canadian Landscape Charter 
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