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Michael von Hausen 
 
 

Address 

 

12601 19A Avenue, Surrey, British Columbia V4A 7M1 

Phone Number (604) 536-3990 

E-mail Address vhausen@telus.net 

Component Organization MVH Urban Planning & Design Inc. 

Language (bold all that apply) English  French  Other: 

Speaker’s Contact Info  

 Website: www.mvhinc.com 

 Twitter: Michael von Hausen 

 LinkedIn: Michael von Hausen 

 
key subject areas  
 

 Brownfield Redevelopment  Cultural & Heritage Landscapes 
 Garden Design x International Practice 
 Landscape Architecture – General  Landscape Assessment/Visual Analysis 
 Landscape Management & Restoration  Parks Planning & Design 
 Resort & Recreational Areas  Sports Fields & Athletic Facilities 
 Storm Water Management  Streetscapes 
x Low Impact Development x Sustainability & Innovation 
 Trails & Transportation x Urban Design 
 Waterfront Development x Other: Real Estate Development and 

Design Value 
 Institutional   
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regions interested in speaking 
 

x British Columbia x Northwest Territories 
x Nunavut x Alberta 
x Saskatchewan x Manitoba 
x Ontario x Québec 
x Newfoundland/Labrador x Nova Scotia 
x Prince Edward Island x New Brunswick 
x USA x International 

 

description of speaking interests and expertise, including a list of previous 
speaking engagements 
 
Michael von Hausen is a dynamic speaker and facilitator. He brings national and international university 
teaching and professional practice experience to each customized presentation.  Michael just finished his 3rd 
book – Dynamic Urban Design: A Handbook for Creating Sustainable Communities Worldwide (2013). This 500 
page book outlines a new model for applying sustainability through the practice of urban design. Michael is a 
sought after keynote speaker and was ranked the top speaker at the Alberta Association of Community 
Planners Conference in 2012. Michael is both a registered professional landscape architect and planner. He also 
adds his experience and training in real estate economics (Harvard University) to ground his presentations in 
realistic applications. Michael can also bring balance perspective as he has both public and private experience 
at the senior levels. He teaches eight to ten courses each year across Canada as curriculum coordinator and 
chief instructor for the Simon Fraser University Urban Design Certificate Program. He is also Adjunct Professor 
of the graduate Urban Studies Program and facilitates the three courses for the School of Development of the 
Urban Development Institute, Pacific Region. 
 
Michael’s recent presentation’s included: 

- World Urban Forum, Naples, Italy, September 2012: Healing Communities: The Next Generation. 

- Community Planners Association of Alberta Annual Conference Keynote Address, April 2012, Red Deer, Alberta: 
Dynamic Complete Communities. 

-  
- Economic Association of BC 2011 Annual Conference, June 2011 Presentation with the Mayor of the City of Langley, 

Langley BC: Dynamic Pedestrian Magnets: Learning from New Main Streets. 

- Ottawa Forum Keynote Speaker, May 2011, Ottawa, Ontario: Vancouverisms in Ottawa. 
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brief biography 
 

Michael von Hausen brings more than 30 years of teaching, training, facilitating, and 
working across North America in the areas of land development planning, finance, and 
urban design.  He is President of MVH Urban Planning & Design Inc., an international 
consulting practice in sensitive land development planning, sustainable urban design, 
and community partnerships in Canada, United States, Russia, and Mexico.  His firm 
has received 10 local, provincial, and national awards over the past 7 years for their 
innovation in planning, urban design, and sustainable community development. He is a 
registered professional planner and landscape architect. He is also a LEED Accredited 
Professional. 

Michael von Hausen was elected to Lambda Alpha International in 2011, the honorary society for the 
advancement of land economics in recognition of his distinguished career and outstanding contribution to the 
advancement of land economics and service to his community. He is past Director of the Surrey Foundation 
and former member of the City of Surrey Urban Design Panel.  In 2012, Mr. von Hausen was recognized as an 
honored member of the Heritage Registry of Who’s Who for Executives and Professionals. He represented 
Canadian innovations in sustainable planning and design on missions to China and Russia for the Federal 
Government of Canada. 
 
Michael is the chief instructor and curriculum coordinator of the award-winning Urban Design Certificate 
Program at Simon Fraser University.  He is also Adjunct Professor in the Graduate Urban Studies Program. In 
addition, Michael developed and facilitates the four courses for the School of Development, Urban 
Development Institute, Pacific Region.  He is a graduate of Harvard University with a Masters in Urban Design 
and a specialty in real estate development economics. 
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