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October 30, 2006 

2006 CSLA/CELA Shifting Ground Conference Summary 
 
The BC Society of Landscape Architects and the University of BC Landscape Architecture 
Program were pleased to host the CSLA/CELA Shifting Ground Conference from June 14-17, 
2006 in Vancouver, Canada.  The Conference Organizing Sub-Committee was formed to oversee 
the conference logistics.  Dedicated volunteers, contractors and staff served on Sub-Committees 
including: Communications, Finance, Program, Social and Sponsorship.  The conference was 
timed to precede the UN-Habitat World Urban Forum 3 which was held to promote urban 
sustainability. 
 
For the first time ever 383 Landscape Architects representing the private and public sector and 
academia came together to share ideas and solutions. Approximately 150 speakers challenged 
delegates though the following themes: Sustainability Reinvented, The State of the Ark, The 
Engineered & Technological Aesthetics, Mongrel Cities, Challenging Public Space and 
Envisioning Change: Visionary Solutions.  The majority of the delegates provided positive 
feedback on the program and speakers. 
 
The Finance Sub-Committee volunteers prepared the budget, oversaw expenses and revenue 
and reviewed contracts.    Unexpected high audio visual costs and meeting room service fees 
had an impact on the budget.  As there are outstanding payables and receivables the final 
conference financial figures will be reported on later this year. 
 
The Communications Sub-Committee worked with a contractor to develop the printed program, 
artwork, advertising and website.  Cross promotion of the conference was done with allied 
organizations, via email, mail, publications and through the website.  As there were several other 
conferences at the same time the Shifting Ground Conference was included in local newspapers 
and radio. 
 
A contractor worked with volunteers to arrange social events including the Ground Breaker 
Reception, the CELA Awards Luncheon, CSLA Awards Luncheon, the CSLA Banquet and 
Induction of Fellows Dinner and the Street Market Social.   
 
The Sponsorship Sub-Committee successfully applied for program sponsorship and organized 
the trade show.  The trade show featured 42 exhibitor booths.  Several organizations including 
the Real Estate Foundation of BC sponsored the program.   T. Moscone & Bros. Landscaping 
Ltd. Sponsored the Breaking Ground Reception   Holland Landscapers sponsored the Street 
Market Social.  Some exhibitors were unhappy that the academics did not show an interest in the 
trade show and it will be a challenge to attract some sponsors at a future conference. 
 
Conference delegates were invited to participate in Super Saturday, a multi-disciplinary event 
with the Planning Institute of BC, the Architectural Institute of BC and their national organizations.  
More than 800 landscape architects, architects and planners were offered a wide choice of off-
site programs including: tours by bus, walking, cycling and kayaking.  The on-site program 
included a huge design charrette of the Greater Vancouver Regional District, multi-disciplinary 
panel discussions and workshops.  Following the days activities a gala reception was held to 
provide delegates a chance to network and review the day’s activities. 
 
Respectfully Submitted By: 
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