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Patents pending

V I C T O R S T A N L E Y . C O M

En attente depuis  1962.

Depuis plus de 50 ans, Victor Stanley conçoit et fabrique des mobiliers urbains intemporels qui vivifient les collectivités. Les 
bancs de notre nouvelle collection Perenne, en instance de brevet, allient les éléments de la nature et les caractéristiques de 

conception des canapés classiques tout en demeurant minces, ouverts, fonctionnels et intemporels.

En instance de brevet

For over 50 years, Victor Stanley has designed, engineered, and manufactured timeless site furnishings  so you 
can bring communities to life. Our new Perenne collection (patents pending) embodies elements  in nature and 

classical settee furniture design while remaining slim, open, functional, and timeless.

En attente depuis 1962
Waiting since 1962.
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DESIGN. CULTURE. CRAFT.

Landscape Forms Lighting. 
World-class design, precision optics 
and advanced LED technology united 
to create a superior visual experience.

Designed by
BMW Group DesignworkUSA.

Find us at landscapeforms.com or  
contact us toll free at 800.521.2546.

HI-GLO
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Permeable Boardwalk Pavers
330.823.1610  |  1.800.WG PAVER  |  www.wgpaver.com

Italian Fountain near the Philadelphia Museum of Art | Philadelphia, Pa | Olin Landscape Architecture
2-1/4x9x3 (WxLxH) 50 Ivory, 52 Majestic, 53 Cimmerian, &  54 Chocolate

4x8 #56 Desert Gray - 
available in all sizes

#38 Old Chicago Cobbled 
Boardwalk - available only  

in 3x9x2-1/4 size

NEW Shades Available

Western Canada
I-XL Masonry Supplies
ixlmasonry.com
888.890.1788

Quebec
Ruel et Frere
rueletfrere.com
800.463.5282

Ontario
Thames Valley Brick
thamesvalleybrick.com
800.567.5800
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UPCOMING ISSUES: 
spring 15 | small  
deadline november 1
summer 15 | urban agriculture 
deadline february 1 
fall 15 | awards of excellence
winter 15 | cultural landscapes 

LANDSCAPES | PAYSAGES is published 

by the Canadian Society of Landscape 

Architects to provide a national platform 

for the exchange of ideas related to 

the profession. The views expressed in 

Landscapes|Paysages are those of the 

authors and do not necessarily reflect 

those of CSLA. Guest editors and 

contributors are volunteers, and article 

proposals are encouraged. For submission 

guidelines, contact editor Judy Lord at 

judylord12@gmail.com.

FR_ 

PROCHAINS NUMÉROS :
printemps 2015 | microprojets
date de tombée : 15 oct.
été 2015 | agriculture urbaine
date de tombée : 15 janvier

LANDSCAPES | PAYSAGES est publiée par 
l’Association des architectes paysagistes 
du Canada pour servir de plate-forme 
nationale destinée à l’échange d’idées sur 
la profession. Les opinions exprimées dans 
Landscape | Paysage appartiennent aux 
auteurs et ne reflètent pas forcément celles 
de l’AAPC. Les rédacteurs invités sont des 
bénévoles, et la proposition d’articles est 
encouragée. Pour connaître les normes 
rédactionnelles, écrivez à la rédactrice en 
chef Judy Lord à judylord12@gmail.com.

Poppy plaza PAGE 28 

PHOTO STANTEC CONSULTING; MARC BOUTIN 
ARCHITECTURAL COLLABORATIVE
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EN_
If the annual CSLA awards program is a barometer read of 
where our profession is heading at any given time, this year’s 
forecast is for sunny skies. The submissions were as diverse 
in content and typology as they were in geography, and an 
impressive number of the entries had a strong social foundation 
in their approach to design and planning solutions.

This was not my first foray into adjudicating an awards program. 
I’m also an architect and have been a jury member locally in 
B.C. for the AIBC. Coming into this CSLA Awards of Excellence 
program, I was interested in how landscape architects think 
differently from their cousins in architecture about what 
constitutes an award-winning design. In architecture, we too 
often see award-winning projects which are really about first 
impressions and standing out from the crowd!

Within a few hours of pouring over the CSLA submissions, I was 
reminded that it is our breadth of focus that sets us apart. What 
really became apparent was our profession’s focus on solving 
the social and environmental challenges of living in Canadian 
cities – rather than creating designs simply for the WOW factor – 
although some submissions managed to achieve both outcomes! I 
invite you to read further and help celebrate the work being done 
today by LAs across Canada, both young and seasoned.

FR_
Si les prix annuels de l’AAPC peuvent servir de baromètre 
pour lire la direction que prend notre profession, sachez qu’il 
fera beau cette année. La diversité des projets – contenu, 
forme et géographie – était remarquable. En plus, un nombre 
impressionnant d’entre eux fondaient leur approche sur de 
solides bases sociales.

Ce n’était pas ma première expérience sur un jury. Je suis aussi 
architecte et j’ai eu l’occasion d’être membre d’un jury de l’AIBC 
en C.-B. Avec les prix de l’AAPC, j’étais curieux de voir ce qui 
constitue un concept digne d’un prix pour des architectes-
paysagistes, et en quoi leur approche diffère de celle de leurs 
cousins architectes. En architecture, on accorde trop souvent 
la palme au projet qui ressort du lot et qui frappe au premier 
coup d’œil.

Après quelques heures passées à étudier les dossiers, je me 
suis souvenu que ce qui nous différencie, c’est l’étendue de nos 
intérêts. Ce qui se détachait des projets candidats, c’était notre 
intérêt professionnel à résoudre les défis sociaux et écologiques 
de la vie urbaine, plutôt que de simplement miser sur le tape-
à-l’œil. Cela dit, certains projets sont arrivés à faire les deux! Je 
vous invite à en lire plus et à célébrer avec nous ce que font les AP 
aguerris et émergents à travers le pays.

jwtuer@hotmail.com

JAMES TUER, GUEST EDITOR | RéDACTEUR INVITE 
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE JURY 2014 | JURY D’EXCELLENCE

VIVA LA DIFFERENCE! 
VIVE LA DIFFÉRENCE!

TO BEGIN WITH | POUR COMMENCER
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ILLUSTRATING THE DIFFERENCE
Once again in 2014, Megan Esopenko and Matt Perotto were the winners of the 
2014 WLAM Poster competition. The two University of Toronto students, whose 
FUTURE-themed design focusing on green roofs won the 2013 competition, 
chose to illustrate another issue of major importance to Canada’s cities: the 
downfall of our current urban water management systems. LAs are leading the 
move away from conventional end-of-pipe systems, and employing greener, 
source-control treatments that reduce peak flow volumes and increase the time 
to peak flow. Typical concrete infrastructures are being replaced by biophysical 
and environmental alternatives which recharge the urban groundwater table and 
reduce stress on the system downstream, saving money in the process.
mattperotto@gmail.com     mesopenko@gmail.com

LP+ EXCLUSIVE EXCERPT!
WHAT CORNELIA DID…

Cornelia Hahn Oberlander has brought a truly modern — and audaciously abstract — 
sensibility to the landscape design tradition. In Susan Herrington’s new book, 
Cornelia Hahn Oberlander: Making the Modern Landscape, Susan Herrington draws on 
archival research, site analyses and numerous interviews to offer a biography of this 
adventurous and influential woman. Look for a review of the book next issue!
Read our excerpt, “Strategies for Life After the War,” in LP+.

April 2014: World Landscape Architecture Month
Avril 2014: Le Mois mondial de l'architecture de paysage

www.csla aapc.ca

Water
L’eau

April 2014: World Landscape Architecture Month
Avril 2014: Le Mois mondial de l'architecture de paysage

megan esopenko matt
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end of pipe source control
traitement au point de rejet controle a la source
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UPFRONT | PROLOGUE

The Canadian Institute of Planners 
bestowed 16 Awards of Planning Excellence 
in 2014, honouring many planners whose 
projects are of keen interest to members 
of the CSLA. Once again this year, I served 
as the Jury Chair, working with fellow 
adjudicators, including Robert Jahncke, 
CSLA, MCIP (Senior Parkland Planner for 
Halifax) and Marta Farevaag (Principal 
with Vancouver-based Phillips Farevaag 
Smallenberg), who serves on the Landscape 
Architecture Accreditation Council.
Geographically, award-winning projects were 
located from Florida to Northern Manitoba, 
and from Vancouver Island to Halifax. 
Among the Awards of Excellence granted 
was an exemplary project for the Ville de 
Trois Rivieres – Reamenagement de la place 
Pierre-Boucher et du parc Platon, submitted 
by Marc-Andre Godin, MICU, OUQ (Award of 
Excellence – Urban Design). The project also 
won a 2014 Urban Design Award (see page 
70), which is presented by the CIP, the RAIC 
and the CSLA.
Of particular note to landscape architects 
were awards that honoured planners 
working for Landscape Architectural 
and Planning firms. Downtown Moves: 
Transforming Ottawa’s Streets, which 
captured a CSLA National Citation Award 
(see page 46), earned a CIP Excellence 
Award as well for Delcan Corporation and 
the City of Ottawa. Erik Lees of LEES 

Associates Landscape Architects, who 
was awarded a CSLA National Merit prize 
for the Toronto Natural Environment Trail 
Strategy (see page 42), also captured a CIP 
Award of Merit (Recreational Planning). 
Veronique Pelletier of 02 Planning + Design 
Inc. was recognized for the Qu’Appelle Valley 
Integrated Tourism Strategy (Aboriginal 
Community Planning).
Urban Strategies, whose Orillia project took 
a CSLA Regional Merit Award (see page 56), 
won two CIP Excellence awards for transit 
corridor planning in Waterloo, and Toronto’s 
Alexandra Park Revitalization Plan.
Thematically, landscape architects may 
well want to check the CIP’s new website 
to further study projects in their fields 
of specialization. Included is a Sea Level 
Adaptation Primer, an urban forest master 
plan from Halifax, and a publication, 
Planning Canadian Communities, by Gerald 
Hodge and David Gordon, which impressed 
the Jury by using numerous previous Award 
of Excellence winners as examples of recent 
planning practice. www.cip-icu.ca

DON HESTER is Manager of Landscape 
Architecture, Saskatchewan and Manitoba District 
at AECOM in Winnipeg. Don served as Chair of the 
LP Editorial Board for almost a decade.
don.hester@aecom.com

2014 PLANNING EXCELLENCE
 DON HESTER, FCSLA, MCIP

1+2 DOWNTOWN MOVES (OTTAWA) 
3 TORONTO TRAIL STRATEGY 

PHOTOS 1 + 2 DELCAN CORPORATION AND THE CITY OF OTTAWA 
3 LEES ASSOCIATES LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

THE SUREST 
SIGN OF 
SUMMER IN 
MONTREAL!
Pink balls are suspended once again 
over Montreal’s gay village. We love 
Ron Middleton’s description of Claude 
Cormier’s project in this issue’s Last 
Word (see page 82): “The project does 
what it needs to do. It demands that you 
look to the sky, invites you to celebrate, 
encourages interaction and challenges 
you to search for further meaning.”

SIGHTED ONE DAY IN MAY…

PH
OT

OS
 F

R
A

N
ÇO

IS
 C

O
U

TU
R

E

1, 2 3



16   LANDSCAPES PAYSAGES

EN_LP+ |  
IFLA Vice President PeÑalosa 

fR_
NOUVELLES DE LA FIAP
Le 4 avril dernier, nous avons appris 
avec grand plaisir que Raquel Peñalosa, 
architecte paysagiste qui a représenté 
l’AAPQ pendant plusieurs années et qui 
est actuellement déléguée de l’AAPC 
auprès de la FIAP, a été élue vice-
présidente de la région des Amériques.
Le nouveau comité de direction de la 
région des Amériques sera donc composé, 
à partir du mois de juin 2014, de madame 
Peñalosa, de Monica Pallarez (Mexique) 
au poste de secrétaire et de Tino 
Manta (Uruguay) à celui de trésorier. Ils 
travailleront de concert avec Catherine 
Moore (R.-U.) qui occupera le poste 
de présidente. Ce comité sera en place 
jusqu’au mois de juin 2016.
L’élection de madame Peñalosa fait suite 
au travail soutenu de son prédécesseur 
de l’AAPC, Jim Taylor, qui a consacré ses 
années au sein de la FIAP à soutenir 

VICE-PRÉSIDENTE PEÑALOSA
JEAN LANDRY, AAPQ, FCSLA, MBA

le développement de l’architecture 
de paysage sur le continent africain. 
Dans sa campagne électorale, madame 
Peñalosa a insisté sur la gouvernance, 
principalement en ce qui a trait aux 
éléments suivants : une plus grande 
équité et une participation accrue 
des membres dans les processus 
décisionnels; les communications, en 
passant par une plus grande présence 
sur Internet; l’éducation, par le soutien 
continu au programme de création et de 
consolidation de la profession à l’échelle 
panaméricaine; et la poursuite du travail 
de rapprochement avec l’Initiative 
d’Amérique latine sur le Paysage (LALI). 
C’est d’ailleurs dans cet esprit que les 
travaux de notre Initiative canadienne 
de charte du paysage (ICCP) cherchent 
à s’harmoniser, cela afin de profiter 
de l’occasion de partage qui nous sera 
offerte au Congrès de l’AAPC de 2015, 
à Mexico.
Nous ne pouvons donc qu’être heureux 
des possibilités que cette nouvelle 
nomination offrira à tous les membres 
de l’AAPC et nous souhaitons à 
madame Peñalosa la meilleure des 
chances dans cette fonction importante 
pour l’avancement de la profession 
d’architecte-paysagiste, autant au 
Canada que dans le reste du monde.

THE CALL BOX
PAUL ALLISON

I recently returned from Japan, where I was 
working as a technical advisor to evaluate 
therapeutic gardening programs run by a 
non-profit group called AmeriCares. The 
programs were designed for the survivors of 
the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami in the 
Tohoku region. I also delivered horticultural 
therapy workshops for survivors and for 
community groups.
One day, I was in Ootsuchi, a coastal town that 
was completely destroyed by the tsunami. The 
community group invited me to visit a unique 
garden, where a local man, Mr. Sasaki, had 
constructed a white telephone box and placed 
it within a quiet part of the garden. This white 
telephone box served a very special purpose. 
Mr. Sasaki explained that he had created the 
telephone box in the garden for those survivors 
who had never had the opportunity to say 
goodbye to those who were lost. In the call box, 
they could pick up the phone for a “direct line” 
to their lost loved ones. The opportunity to 
express their feelings might lighten the heavy 
burden carried by survivors who had no chance 
to say goodbye.
The telephone box, as metaphor, has provided 
comfort to hundreds of visitors. It has proven 
to be a very powerful symbol and an effective 
therapeutic tool for the survivors of Ootsuchi.
paulcallison@shaw.ca

UPFRONT | PROLOGUE

JEAN LANDRY, AAPQ/FCSLA, MBA, représente 
l’AAPQ au conseil d’administration de l’AAPC. Ses 
photos ornent souvent les pages de LP. Raquel 
Peñalosa et lui défendent l’élaboration d’une 
charte du paysage pour le Canada.
landryjean@videotron.ca

PHOTO  RAQUEL IN ARGENTINA, ISLA EL DESCANSo | 
RAQUEL À L’ÎLE EL DESCANSO EN ARGENTINE 
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EBB AND FLOW:  
THE LOGIC OF “THE RIVER”
GLYNIS LOGUE

By September, a yellow, red, orange and blue path meandered 
its way forward, pushing one-to-four metres into the air. The 
River disappeared and reappeared, articulating the push/pull 
between nature and nurture, past and present. At its height, The 
River boldly traversed the cultivated land, reminding visitors of 
Markham’s agrarian history, and of the myriad forces that will 
shape our own course into the future. By late October, The River 
ultimately rejected its initial linear construction lines in favour 
of a complex pattern of entropy, its final form describing our 
connection to an uncertain future.

GLYNIS LOGUE is a Guelph-based environmental designer who last wrote 
about St. Joseph’s Hospital in our HEALING issue. The River was created 
for the 2013 Exhibition Land/Slide (Possible Futures) in Markham Ontario. 
gdlogue@gmail.com

1 MEANDERING SUNFLOWERS 2 CUTTING THE SOD |  
1 MÉANDRES DE TOURNESOLS 2 DÉCOUPAGE DU GAZO 

PHOTOS 1 WILLIAM PEMULIS 2 LEO BAREI

The River installation set out to mirror 
Markham’s transition from a rural 
landscape to an urban centre by immersing 
visitors in the “ecosystem logic” of a river… 
a river of traditional Ontario sunflowers. 
The River was a key wayfinding device 
for the 2013 Land/Slide exhibition on 
Markham Museum Lands, where 30 plus 
artists, urban planners, ecologists and 
educators came together to imagine 
possible futures for the City and beyond. 
Over many summer months, The River 
ecosystem expressed its own narrative 
and drew upon those around it, its ebb and 
flow illustrating the vital role of corridors 
(for food security, bioenergy, clean 
water and biodiversity) in an increasingly 
urbanized world.
Construction of The River began in June 
2013 with cutting sod, tilling and seeding 
a broken line 700 metres long, across 
the large 10 hectare (25 acre) parcel. By 
July, plants began to break ground, the 
emergence of over 30,000 edible flower 
seeds mapping The River’s unedited and 
ephemeral journey across the landscape. 
By August, The River revealed a dynamic 
but unpredictable growth that required 
constant tending as the plants stretched 
up to track the sun during one of the 
province’s most turbulent summers. 

1

2
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BCSLA’S BIG YEAR
PROJECT URBAN FABRIC
KEVIN FRASER; PHOTOS BRETT HITCHINS

> FR_LP+ | 
BCSLA : La grosse année

EN_
THE YEAR IS FAR FROM OVER, but 
2014 has already been a momentous 
one for the British Columbia Society of 
Landscape Architects. This year marks 
the BCSLA’s 50th anniversary, a just 
cause for celebration that has been 
toasted regularly by its members. Add 
to this the BC Land Summit, held in 
Vancouver in mid May. The BCSLA was 
one of five participating partners in the 
conference — a monumental event for 
those with a vested interest in land and 
land-use in BC.                  

A growing sense of milestone-inspired 
pride was evident within the BCSLA as 
the Land Summit drew near; the timing 
rife with opportunity to showcase not 
only the association but, perhaps more 
importantly, the profession. Enter an 
ensemble of Vancouver’s passionate 
young professionals, hailing from 
several local landscape architecture 
offices. Spearheaded by Jacqueline 
Lowe, BCSLA President, this group 
of friends and colleagues took part in 
brainstorming sessions culminating 
with a devised installation land art 
piece, dubbed ‘Project Urban Fabric’. 
The project’s aims, distilled down to 
their essence, were threefold: revitalize 
an underused urban space, engage 
the public, and educate by fostering a 
greater awareness of what landscape 
architecture is and can be.

TRANSFORMATION 
The next order of business was electing a 
suitable site. The Wall Centre, conference 
host of the BC Land Summit, was the 
overwhelmingly logical choice to capitalize 
on event-induced pedestrian traffic. 
Moreover, the plaza and streetscape were 
designed by an internationally recognized 
Vancouver-based firm, PFS Studio, and have 
served as a downtown landmark since the 
1990s. One of the principal challenges was 
immediately clear: formulating a means 
of inviting people back into the space — 
‘keep off the grass’ signs had been erected 
across the plaza’s central lawn. What 
better place to demonstrate the potential 
of an innovative intervention, landscape 
architecture style?

The results were fantastic. Seemingly 
overnight (though volunteers may 
respectfully beg to differ) the plaza played 
host to a truly remarkable transformation. 
Fuchsia fabric, accenting structural features, 
streaked across the sky overhead and 
snaked its way up the site’s trees. The 
space’s programmable elements were 
highlighted in a vibrant blue, encouraging 
interaction. Purposeful destinations in 
their own right, these included Adirondack 
chairs, padded cubed seats (ingeniously 
constructed from milk crates, a piece of 
foam, and blue leotard), a performance 
stage, and planters. The remaining white-
coloured components embodied the space’s 
ephemerality — light, water, texture - 
manifested in the form of hanging lanterns, 
white tree lights, and new pole lights to 
highlight the strands of fabric.

UPFRONT | PROLOGUE

1

2 3
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POWERED BY THE VOLUNTEER
Beyond serving as a playful calling 
card for landscape architecture, the 
installation saw professionals band 
together — something our BCSLA 
professionals could stand to do on 
a more frequent basis. This was a 
refreshing example of a concerted, 
cooperative effort.
Elegant in its simplicity, Project Urban 
Fabric was deliberately elemental in order 
to allow for ease of application in other 
contexts, the goal being to implement 
similar installations at new public 
spaces throughout British Columbia 
through 2014 and 2015. Based on its 
overall success, and the excitement and 
attention generated by Vancouver’s 
inaugural installment, other jurisdictions 
might well want to take note of this 
humble initiative that was able to 
animate, educate, and inspire.

kfraser@pwlpartnership.com
brett@sharpdiamond.com

...a playful calling 
card for landscape 
architecture | ...une carte 
de visite ludique pour 
l’architecture de paysage

1 EPHEMERAL ELEMENTS OF THE SPACE 
2 + 4 ENJOYING THE SPACE  3 HORSECHESNUT 
TREES ALONG NELSON STREET ALL 
WRAPPED UP | 1 ÉLÉMENTS ÉPHÉMÈRES 
DE L’ESPACE  2 + 4 BADAUDS PROFITANT DE 
L’ESPACE  3 MICOCOULIERS ENRUBANNÉS, 
LE LONG DE LA RUE NELSON

PHOTOS BRETT HITCHINS
4
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NEW FELLOWS 2014

EN_
THE CSLA COLLEGE OF FELLOWS hosted its annual investiture 
ceremony to admit nine new Fellows-Elect, in conjunction 
with the 2014 Congress. Inducted to the College, in recognition 
of their outstanding contributions to the profession over an 
extended period of time, were Myriame Beaudoin (AAPQ), 
Tony Bradwell (BCSLA), Robert D. Brown (OALA), Robert Evans 
(OALA), Margaret Ferguson (NWTALA), Christopher Grosset 
(NuALA), Michel Rousseau (AAPQ), Peter Fletcher Smith 
(MALA), and John E. Zvonar (OALA).
Election to Fellow is the highest honour the CSLA/AAPC 
bestows on its members. In the 50 years since the College of 
Fellows was established in 1964, 207 new Fellows have been 
elected to the prestigious order. The Fellows assist in the 
operation of the Landscape Architecture Accreditation Council, 
established by the College in 1987, as well as the Landscape 
Architecture Canada Foundation (LACF). Since the Campaign of 
Fellows commenced in 1988, over $500,000 has been donated 
to the LACF. These funds are used to promote the ideals of 
the profession through research and scholarship grants, firmly 
establishing the Foundation as a significant force in the future 
of the profession in Canada. A presentation booklet, featuring 
profiles of the new Fellows, has been placed on the CSLA Web 
site. (Records are on file for 87 per cent of all Fellows.)

http://bit.ly/1w49Kbs 

NOUVEAUX AGRÉÉS DE 2014

FR_
L’ORDRE DES AGRÉÉS DE l’AAPC a organisé sa cérémonie 
annuelle d’investiture pour introniser neuf nouveaux agréés, 
en conjonction avec le Congrès 2014. Les intronisés, en 
reconnaissance de leur contribution exceptionnelle et de 
longue date à la profession, sont Myriame Beaudoin (AAPQ), 
Tony Bradwell (BCSLA), Robert D. Brown (OALA), Robert Evans 
(OALA), Margaret Ferguson (NWTALA), Christopher Grosset 
(NuALA), Michel Rousseau (AAPQ), Peter Fletcher Smith 
(MALA) et John E. Zvonar (OALA).
L’élection au titre d’agréé est le plus insigne honneur que 
l’AAPC/CSLA accorde à ses membres. Deux cent sept agréés 
ont été intronisés depuis la création de l’Ordre en 1964, soit 
il y a 50 ans. Les agréés assistent le Conseil d’agrément 
en architecture de paysage, établi par l’Ordre en 1987, et la 
Fondation d’architecture de paysage du Canada. La Campagne 
des agréés, créée en 1988, a permis de recueillir des dons 
de plus de 500 000 $ pour la Fondation. Ces dons servent à 
promouvoir les idéaux de la profession par des bourses d’étude 
et de recherche.
Une plaquette de présentation, contenant les profils des 
nouveaux membres, a été publiée sur le site Web de l’AAPC. 
(On y trouve les profils de 87 pour cent des agréés.)
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JOHN E. ZVONAR, ROBERT EVANS, CHRISTOPHER GROSSET, PETER 
FLETCHER SMITH, MYRIAME BEAUDOIN, MICHEL ROUSSEAU, TONY 
BRADWELL, ROBERT D. BROWN, MARGARET FERGUSON

PHOTO JEAN LANDRY



2014 vol.16_no.3   21  2014 vol.16_no.3   21  

1964
*OTIS BISHOPRIC
*GORDON CuLHAM
*HOWARD DuNINGTON-GRuBB
MAuRICE H. HOWITT
*EDWARD I. WOOD
1966
*FRANCES V. BLuE
1967
*ROBERT G. CALVERT
1972
E. J. ( JACK) WALKER
1973
*VICTOR CHANASYK
*J. AuSTIN FLOYD
WARNER S. GOSHORN
DONALD W. GRAHAM
MACKLIN L. HANCOCK
*DOuGLAS W. HARPER
*JOHN W. NEILL
EDWIN J. SKAPSTS
EMIEL VAN DER MEuLEN
1974
*IBSEN E. BRODERSEN
BRADLEY R. JOHNSON
CLIVE L. JuSTICE
ANDRE E. LAFONTAINE
*LOuIS PERRON
DONALD W. PETTIT
*JANINA STENSSON
1975
*ALEXANDER BuDREVICS
*GEORGE TANAKA
1976
*WILLIAM E. COATES
RAYMOND GASCON
ALEXANDER E. RATTRAY
1977
OWEN R. SCOTT
1978
*PHILIP W. TATTERSFIELD
1979
*RAOuL ROBILLARD
1980
*MAuRICE HAMEL
JACK D. MILLIKEN
REINHART L. PETERSMANN
JAMES R. TAYLOR
NICK VAN VLIET
1981
BENOIT J. BEGIN
*MICHAEL HOuGH
PETER JACOBS
CORNELIA OBERLANDER
MARIuS OIS
1982
HEINZ H. G. BERGER
M. GARRY HILDERMAN
CAMERON R. J. MAN
*ANDRE SAuVE
JAMES STANSBuRY
1983
EDWARD P. HOLuBOWICH
FRANK D. MILIuS
DANIELE ROuTABOuLE
DON  VAuGHAN

1984
*uLRIC COuTuRE
*ARTHuR R. COWIE
*GEORGES DAuDELIN
DIETER GRuENWOLDT
R. HuGH KNOWLES
DOuGLAS D. PATERSON
1985
*JOHN L. LANTZIuS
ESTYL J. MOONEY
GuNTER A. SCHOCH
1986
WALTER H. KEHM
LEONARD L. NOVAK
FRIEDRICH OEHMICHEN
1987
*PETER G. KLYNSTRA
RONALD F. WILLIAMS
1988
EDWARD H. FIFE
CHARLES H. THOMSEN
1989
ANDRE CHARTRAND
1990
DOuGLAS B. CLARK
JANE L. DuRANTE
KENNETH J. HOYLE
MOuRA QuAYLE
1991
IRENE CINQ-MARS
GLENN D. HARRINGTON
LAWRENCE R. PATERSON
1992
EDWIN S. (TED) BAKER
DONALD B. BARRON
JOHN D. CONSOLATI
MARIE KIPEN
1993
VINCENT ASSELIN
CECELIA PAINE
CAROLYN S. WOODLAND
1994
CAROLE BEAuREGARD
RODERICK B. MACDONALD
JOHN B. MACLEOD
STEVEN MOORHEAD
1995
ROBERT N. ALLSOPP
ALFRED SIMON
1997
GARRY CARSON
E. B. (TED) MCLACHLAN
JAMES H. MELVIN
CHANTAL PRuD’HOMME
JEAN-FRANCOIS ROLLAND
CARY C. VOLLICK
1999
CATHERINE BERRIS
*JOHN (JACK) P. COPELAND
DONALD K. HESTER
RONALD J. MIDDLETON
JEFFREY J. PHILIPS
2000
DAVID ANSELMI
ROBERT W. CROSBY
ROBERT A. GIBBS
GERALD A. G. LAJEuNESSE
FAYE E. LANGMAID
EHA MAI NAYLOR
ROBERT M. WRIGHT

2001
LOuIS BEAuPRE
PATRICK BOLLENBERGHE
ARNIS BuDREVICS
VINCENT DuMAIS
ANN MILOVSOROFF
J. DAVID MITCHELL
RICHARD MOORE
CHRISTOPHER PHILLIPS
JANET L. ROSENBERG
THOMAS W. SPARLING
DAVID M. WAGNER
2003
ALAN S. DuNCAN
RICHARD GAuDREAu
JOHN B. HILLIER
DONNA HINDE
PETER G. KREuK
DOMENIC LuNARDO
PATRICK F. MOONEY
DAVID J. REID
MARIE-CLAuDE ROBERT
*ANDRE A.SCHWABENBAuER
RICHARD A. STRONG
2004
IAN DANCE
GEORGE F. DARK
GERRY ECKFORD
MICHèLE GAuTHIER
DAVID LEINSTER
ANNE-MARIE PARENT
CAMPBELL PATTERSON
RONALD RuLE
GREG SMALLENBERG
BARRY A. YANCHYSHYN
2005
ALAIN BAILLARGEON
GARTH BALLS
RuDOLF HOFER
JEAN-MARC LATREILLE
MARGOT LONG
D. JAMES PATERSON
JAMES T. SACKVILLE
2006
BRIAN BAKER
ADRIENNE L. BROWN
PATRICK R. BuTLER
CYNTHIA D. COHLMEYER
BRuCE E. CuDMORE
CHARLES KEN DOCKHAM
ROGER GREEN
PATRICK LI
SERGE POITRAS
BEVERLY A. SANDALACK
DANIEL TROTTIER
2008
CLAuDE CORMIER
JAMES A. DOBBIN
CHANTAL GAGNON
DANIEL K. GLEN
SARA-JANE GRuETZNER
RANDALL F. SHARP
JOHN W. ZuCK

2009
PIERRE BOuCHARD
COLLEEN MERCER CLARKE
HEATHER CRAM
WENDY GRAHAM
ACHIM A. JANKOWSKI
*JOHN C. LAIRD
JOANN LATREMOuILLE
JIM VAFIADES
LAuRIE LAMB WAGNER
2010
MALAKA ACKAOuI
DAVID BROWN
DOuG CARLYLE
DANIEL CHARTIER
VICTOR KALLOS
CATHY SEARS
GEORGE STOCKTON
2011
PENNY DuNFORD
CYNTHIA L. GIRLING
KAREN LE GRESLEY HARME
MYKE HODGINS
ROB LE BLANC
LIANE MCKENNA
WENDY SHEARER
IAN WASSON
2012
DOuG BACKHOuSE
LISE CORMIER
CAROL CRAIG
LINDA DICAIRE
JEFF FRANK
LINDA IRVINE
DON NAYLOR
2013
PETER BIGELOW
NEIL DAWE
JEAN LANDRY
EDWARD (TED) C. MuLLER
JAMES (JIM) C. THOMAS
2014 
MYRIAME BEAuDOIN 
TONY BRADWELL 
ROBERT D. BROWN
ROBERT EVANS
MARGARET FERGuSON 
CHRISTOPHER GROSSET
MICHEL ROuSSEAu
PETER FLETCHER SMITH
JOHN ZVONAR 
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national awards
prix nationaux

...defining new rhythms of urban landscape

 ...définir les nouveaux rythmes du paysage urbain
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AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE | PRIX D’EXCELLENCE

EXCELLENCE 2014
 
 JAMES TUER, GUEST EDITOR | RéDACTEUR INVITE

EN_
Often, an Awards Program adjudication takes on a 
personality of its own, sometimes with a few stronger voices on 
the jury acting as lobbyists. This year, despite, at times, some 
spirited debate, the jurors were for the most part like-minded, and 
the 2014 winners had almost unanimous support.

Of course, there were surprises along the way. Projects whose 
boards projected excellence sometimes fell short when we 
examined the critical back-up collateral material – the slides, 
narratives and reports. Contrarily, some projects came alive with 
a closer look and with a bit more explanation, won over the hearts 
of the jury. In a few cases, the sheer diligence in the report writing 
swept this jury off its feet. Think trail design is a simple matter of 
doing some field work and plugging in typical trail specifications? 
Think again! Often the simplest of typologies benefitted from 
some amazing approaches, exhibiting the LA’s remarkable 
ecological sensitivity to place as well as a finely tuned sensitivity 
to the concerns of residents the projects would impact. Judging by 
the submissions, public process is driving many of the larger design 
projects this decade and landscape architects are taking the lead in 
this right across Canada.

As a profession we have always excelled in ecological design. 
In many cases, we are also taking the lead in city building. One 
thing that struck the jury this year was our fundamental role in 
urban design, in transportation planning, and in some cases, in 
re-envisioning the way we will experience our cities in the future. 
Montreal is on the forefront of this trend with Toronto and 
Vancouver following closely behind. Landscape architects are not 
only designing new spaces in our cities; they are also blazing the 
path for change. Several submissions highlighted the landscape 
architect’s role in communicating new philosophies of city building 
and city transformation well before shovels hit the ground. In doing 
so, LAs are exciting the public about the value of great design.

On a final note, I’m happy to report that good things still come 
in small packages. The smallest of sites often had the most 
interesting design solutions – in many cases, with very limited 
budgets. It proves that good design sense is an important 
commodity in place making. Highlighted here are 29 winning 
submissions, including 15 national award recipients and 14 regional 
award recipients.

FR_
Il arrive souvent qu’une remise de prix acquière une 
personnalité qui lui est propre. Ce sera parfois parce que 
quelques membres du jury militent plus fortement pour 
leur vision. Cette année, malgré des débats enlevants, les 
récipiendaires ont été choisis presque à l’unanimité, les juges 
partageant essentiellement les mêmes valeurs.

Ce qui n’exclut pas les surprises. Certains projets qui visaient 
l’excellence n’ont pas passé le test de l’examen attentif des 
documents (les diapos, descriptions et rapports). À l’inverse, 
d’autres ont pris vie lorsque le jury s’est penché sur les détails. 
Dans quelques cas, c’est la qualité de rédaction du rapport 
qui a conquis notre panel. Vous pensez que pour concevoir 
un sentier, il suffit d’aller sur le terrain et de tenir compte 
des caractéristiques recherchées? Pas du tout! Parfois, une 
démarche inusitée permet de bonifier un projet simple pour qu’y 
brille la sensibilité écologique des AP, ainsi que leur attention 
aux impacts du projet sur les résidents. Si l’on se base sur les 
dossiers reçus, c’est le processus public qui mène les plus gros 
projets en cette décennie, et les architectes paysagistes en 
prennent les devants.

Notre profession a toujours excellé dans la conception 
écologique. Dans bien des cas, nous prenons aussi les devants 
en urbanisme. Cette année, le jury a été frappé par notre rôle 
fondamental dans l’aménagement urbain, la planification 
des transports, voire l’imagination de l’expérience urbaine de 
l’avenir. Montréal est à l’avant-garde de cette tendance, suivie 
de près par Toronto et Vancouver. Les architectes paysagistes 
ne font pas que concevoir de nouveaux espaces, ils ouvrent 
la voie du changement. Plusieurs dossiers soulignaient le 
rôle de l’AP dans la transmission de nouvelles approches de 
l’urbanisme, bien avant le premier coup de pelle. C’est ainsi que 
nous arrivons à faire comprendre à la population l’importance 
d’un bon concept.

Un dernier point : sachez qu’on trouve encore dans les petits 
pots certains des meilleurs onguents. Les plus petits sites 
inspirent certaines des solutions les plus fascinantes, souvent 
avec un budget très limité. C’est dire l’importance du sens du 
bon concept dans la fabrication de lieux. Voici les 29 projets 
primés, soit 15 gagnants nationaux et 14 gagnants régionaux.
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NATIONAL HONOUR | HONNEUR NATIONAL

LES PROMENADES URBAINES
Montréal
COMMUNICATIONS; PLANIFICATION + ANALYSE
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE VILLE DE MONTRÉAL 
FIRM | FIRME MARIE-CLAUDE SÉGUIN, VILLE DE MONTRÉAL, 
DIRECTION DES GRANDS PARCS ET DU VERDISSEMENT
marie-claude.seguin@ville.montreal.qc.ca

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
A multi-level approach that resolves a wide variety of issues 
and goals throughout the Montreal landscape.  Well-researched 
data and analysis with a well-defined goal of pedestrian 
culture that can be implemented anywhere. | Une approche à 
plusieurs niveaux qui tente de résoudre une vaste gamme de 
problématiques liées au paysage montréalais. Les données 
exhaustives et analyses approfondies sous-tendent l’objectif 
clair de créer une culture piétonne. Cette approche peut 
s’appliquer aussi ailleurs.

EN_ The Urban Walks project ultimately aims to promote a new 
Montreal culture: a culture of walking. It is an ambitious planning 
initiative that will offer unique landscape experiences based on 
a walking rhythm and at the same time, increasing greening and 
biodiversity in the central neighborhoods.

Although the project was inspired by other big city landscapes 
convivial to walking, it is unique in that the urban network will 
emphasize specific Montreal places. Planners are envisioning 
“gregarious landscape trajectories” that feature a system of 
pathways where culture meets nature in both public places and 
private ones. Montreal’s Parks and Greening Department has 
passionately piloted the project, but because it encompasses the 
entire city, its success requires an ongoing dialogue between the 
various municipal departments and boroughs. In the face of global 
warming, the project also seeks to multiply green initiatives, 
integrating them into the network. This project is decidedly a 
societal project which is all about connectivity, and the goal is 
clear: by 2025, Montreal will be an archetypal pedestrian city.

FR_ Le projet des Promenades urbaines cherche à promouvoir 
une nouvelle culture montréalaise : la marche. Cette initiative 
ambitieuse d’urbanisme offrira des expériences paysagères 
originales au rythme de la marche, tout en apportant 
verdissement et biodiversité dans les quartiers centraux.

Ce projet, bien qu’il s’inspire des paysages d’autres métropoles 
ouvertes à la marche, est unique en son genre en ceci que le 
réseau urbain accentuera des lieux montréalais bien précis. Les 
urbanistes envisagent des « trajectoires paysagères sociables » 
comportant un réseau de voies, publiques et privées, où 
nature et culture se rencontrent. Le Service des parcs et des 
espaces verts a piloté le projet avec passion, mais la réussite de 
celui-ci nécessite un dialogue constant avec les autres services 
municipaux et les arrondissements. Le projet cherche aussi 
à intégrer de multiples initiatives contre le réchauffement 
climatique. Il s’agit d’un vrai projet de société, fondé sur la 
connectivité, visant un but précis : faire de Montréal la ville 
pédestre par excellence d’ici 2025.

A SIGNATURE PROJECT ANCHORED IN MONTREAL’S DISTINCT NEIGHBOuRHOODS | 
UN PROJET EMBLÉMATIQUE ANCRÉ DANS LES QUARTIERS DE MONTRÉAL 
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Plaisirs 
Pleasures 

Plaisirs 
Pleasures 

Socialisation
Socialisation Expérience

Experience 

Quotidien
Everyday 

Promenades 
Urbaines

landscape experiences at a walking rhythm |  
des experiénces paysagères au rythme de la marche
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NATIONAL HONOUR | HONNEUR NATIONAL

DUNDAS STREET WEST 
PARKETTES, Toronto

DESIGN
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE DUNDAS WEST BUSINESS 
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
FIRM | FIRME FUNG LEE, PMA LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS LTD.
www.pmalarch.ca, fung@pmalarch.ca

A rhythm of parkettes… |  
Une cadence de petits parcs...

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
An example of less-is-more. This project opens one’s eyes to the 
vast potential of remnant spaces within urban cores.  With a 
palette of materials and forms geared to the urban landscape, this 
project should get others thinking about improving lost spaces. 
No space is too small. | Un autre exemple de minimalisme fécond. 
Ce projet nous ouvre les yeux sur le vaste potentiel des lots 
vacants dans les centres-villes. Avec sa palette de matériaux et 
de formes adaptés au paysage urbain, ce projet devrait inspirer la 
réflexion sur la mise en valeur des espaces négligés. Aucun n’est 
trop petit.
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EN_Completed in 2011, the Dundas Street West Parkettes 
look as though they have always been part of the community. 
These eight pocket parks, averaging 4 m by 15 m in size, were 
once orphan spaces adjacent to buildings where smaller streets 
intersected Dundas St. West. The landscape architects saw an 
opportunity to develop a rhythm of parkettes that would provide 
pedestrian “pauses” within an existing urban environment that 
was historically just a vehicular thoroughfare.
The project demonstrates the LA’s unique role in finding creative 
solutions to the common urban condition: increasingly dense 
cities and increasingly scarce public spaces. Building on an original 
Streetscape Strategy developed by the firm, the designers 
envisioned places of respite with custom wood benches, stylized 
bike racks, a public art installation, trees and lush groundcover 
plantings. The permeable surfacing around trees promotes 
growth, assists with stormwater runoff and creates a smooth 
walkable area.
The Dundas St. West Parkettes set an excellent precedent for 
other BIAs. Along with the overall streetscape revitalization, 
the parkettes have spurred an improved neighbourhood micro-
economy, with increases in leasable spaces, restaurants and 
boutique-businesses.

FR_On dirait que les Dundas Street West Parkettes, terminés en 
2011, ont toujours fait partie du paysage. Ces huit petits parcs 
de 4 m par 15 m en moyenne étaient, jadis, des espaces orphelins 
jouxtant des immeubles aux intersections de Dundas Ouest et de 
plus petites rues. Les architectes-paysagistes y ont vu l’occasion 
de créer une cadence de petits parcs qui offriraient des « pauses » 
aux marcheurs, dans un contexte urbain qui ne servait, jusque-là, 
que de voie de circulation.
Le projet illustre le rôle original des AP dans la création de 
solutions aux problèmes urbains de la densité croissante et 
du nombre d’espaces publics décroissant. S’inspirant d’une 
stratégie d’embellissement des rues développée par la firme, 
les concepteurs ont imaginé des lieux de repos avec bancs en 
bois, supports à vélos stylisés, œuvres d’art, arbres et couvre-sol 
luxuriants. Les arbres sont ceints d’une surface perméable qui 
favorise leur croissance et l’écoulement des eaux, tout en offrant 
une surface de marche agréable.
Ce projet crée un excellent précédent pour les autres ZAC. En plus 
de revitaliser les rues, il a stimulé la relance d’une microéconomie 
de quartier qui offre maintenant plus d’espaces à louer, de restos 
et de boutiques.

ORPHAN SPACES BECOME POCKET PARKS | DES LOTS DÉLAISSÉS DEVIENNENT DES PARCS MINIATURES. PHOTOS PMA/MAILI SEDORE
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LANDSCAPE OF MEMORY                                                       POPPY PLAZA, Calgary
EN_ Beautifully combining landscape 
forms and engineering solutions on a 
difficult site, the Poppy Plaza re-invents 
the identity of a space important to the 
public memory of sacrifices made in WWI. 
Part of a planned revitalization of a 9.5 
kilometre pathway corridor parallel to 
Calgary’s Memorial Drive, the design was 
a response to a degraded and inaccessible 
landscape. Poppy Plaza is the first of a 
series of planned nodes along this corridor. 
The existing site was a remnant space 
adjacent to the 10th Street Bridge where 
access to the water was impossible. The 
multidisciplinary team of designers and 
engineers created access points, improved 
pedestrian and cycling environments and 
developed a commemorative expression 
for the plaza while creating space for 
events. Narratives that speak to sacrifice, 
honour and hope were cut into the panels 
and a surviving Cottonwood is preserved 
within a framework of decking. Nearby, 
an illuminated bosque of paper birch 
recalls the original trees planted along 
Memorial Drive.

DESIGN
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE CITY OF CALGARY PARKS FIRM | FIRME DAVE SPENCER + 
MARC BOUTIN, STANTEC CONSULTING LTD.  WITH MARC BOUTIN ARCHITECTURAL 
COLLABORATIVE INC.
www.marc@the-mbac.ca

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
A great example of multidisciplinary teamwork to create a beautiful space in a difficult 
environment. The weathering steel that defines the space and protects the site is a 
wonderful foil to the hardwood decking, tree planting and sensitive lighting. | Tout un 
exemple de travail d’équipe pluridisciplinaire utilisant des matériaux qui conviennent 
à la fonction et créant un bel espace dans un environnement difficile. L’utilisation de 
l’acier patinable pour définir l’espace et protéger le site est un merveilleux faire-valoir 
pour la terrasse de bois franc, la plantation d’arbres et l’éclairage délicat.
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LANDSCAPE OF MEMORY                                                       POPPY PLAZA, Calgary
FR_ L’idée de revitaliser ce corridor 
pédestre de 9,5 km longeant la 
promenade Memorial à Calgary a surgi à 
la suite d’une transformation radicale du 
paysage : la perte de peupliers plantés en 
commémoration des sacrifices du Canada 
pendant la Première Guerre mondiale. 
La réaction populaire a été limpide : 
renouvelez le paysage de la mémoire! La 
Poppy Plaza est le premier nœud d’une 
série qui ponctuera ce corridor. Le site 
consistait en un espace résiduel jouxtant 
le pont de la 10e Rue, sans accès à l’eau. 
Les concepteurs devaient créer des 
points d’accès, améliorer l’environnement 
pédestre et cycliste et prévoir de l’espace 
pour des activités qui donneraient à la plaza 
une vocation commémorative. Ils ont créé 
une surface en acier patinable pour retenir 
la digue à crue centenaire de la rivière et 
définir des échappées et des volumes 
verticaux. On a gravé dans cette surface 
des histoires de sacrifice, d’honneur et 
d’espoir. Une promenade en bois de balau 
crée une surface continue en suturant les 
dénivellations. On a préservé un peuplier. 
Tout près, un bosquet de bouleaux, illuminé, 
rend hommage aux arbres plantés à l’origine 
le long de la promenade Memorial.

Note: The Landscape of Memory won a 
CSLA National Honour Award (Planning + 
Analysis) in summer 2006 | Landscape of 
Memory a remporté l’Honneur national de 
l’AAPC (planification) en 2006. 
http://bit.ly/T5HgiX

Also see Urban Design Awards | Voir aussi 
Prix de design urbain, p. 70

INTERWOVEN NARRATIVES ENGAGE VETERANS AND 
CITIZENS IN PROFOUND AND SURPRISING WAYS… | 
UN TISSU D’HISTOIRES QUI PARLE AUX VÉTÉRANS 
ET AUX CITOYENS D’UNE MANIÈRE SURPRENANTE.
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DESIGN 
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE CITY OF MONTRÉAL, VILLE-MARIE 
BOROUGH FIRM | FIRME ISABELLE GIASSON, GROUPE IBI-CHBA
isabelle.giasson@groupeibi-chba.com

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
Very well detailed and constructed project. | Projet bien construit 
et très détaillé.

EN_ The Chemin-Qui-Marche Lookout is bringing people to 
the shores of “the path that walks”. An abandoned industrial 
wasteland has become a riverside promenade that unites 
Montréal’s Old City with the heritage landscape of the Old Port. 
The design is an expression of the site’s history. Wooden docks, 
once mediators between the St. Lawrence and the city, are 
re-imagined in the decking of the boardwalk. Train lines that 
criss-crossed the site are evoked in its long oblique axes, including 
plants laid out in linear bands, Site furniture is inspired by the 
language of railways.
While the majority of the park rests on the river embankment, 
the “rooftop” lookout creates a space that is suspended between 
city and river. Custom wood benches, each inscribed with a phrase 
recounting an historic event, are carefully aligned to connect the 
engraved stories with a specific view. As night falls, evocative 
lighting connects the Chemin-Qui-Marche to Old Montréal’s 
illuminated streets. Special lamp posts with thousands of tiny 
perforations in the form of railway crosses illustrate the river’s 
outline. Indigenous species evoke the spontaneous character of 
the site when it was wild.

LE BELVÉDÈRE DU  
CHEMIN-QUI-MARCHE
Montréal

BENCH INSCRIPTIONS DATE FROM 1535 ONWARD; ON LAMP POSTS, 
THOUSANDS OF TINY PERFORATIONS IN THE FORM OF RAILWAY 
CROSSES ILLUSTRATE THE OUTLINE OF THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER | LES 
INSCRIPTIONS DES BANCS REMONTENT À 1535; SUR LES RÉVERBÈRES, 
DES MILLIERS DE MINUSCULES PERFORATIONS EN FORME DE CROISÉE 
DE CHEMIN DE FER TRACENT LE CONTOUR DU SAINT-LAURENT.



2014 vol.16_no.3   31  

FR_ Le belvédère Chemin-qui-marche donne accès aux berges 
du « fleuve qui marche ». On a transformé un terrain industriel à 
l’abandon en une promenade riveraine qui relie le Vieux-Montréal 
au paysage patrimonial du Vieux-Port.
Le concept traduit les traces éphémères qu’a laissées l’histoire. 
Le plancher de la promenade rappelle le bois des quais qui 
rattachaient la ville au Saint-Laurent. Les longs axes obliques, 
y compris les bandes linéaires de plantes, évoquent les voies 
ferrées qui sillonnaient les lieux. Enfin, le mobilier s’inspire du 
langage ferroviaire.
L’essentiel du parc se trouve sur les rives, mais le belvédère 
sur son « toit » crée un espace suspendu entre ville et fleuve. 
Des bancs de bois sur mesure, chacun portant une inscription 
rappelant un fait historique, sont alignés soigneusement pour 
relier ces histoires à une vue précise. À la tombée de la nuit, 
un éclairage évocateur associe le Chemin-qui-marche aux rues 
illuminées du Vieux-Montréal. Des lampadaires perforés de 
milliers de trous minuscules tracent le contour du fleuve. Enfin, le 
caractère spontané du site à son état sauvage est évoqué par la 
présence d’espèces indigènes.

Chemin-Qui-Marche is derived from the 
Aboriginal name for the St. Lawrence 
River, “the path that walks”... | 
Le Chemin-qui-marche est ainsi nommé 
parce que les Amérindiens donnaient ce 
nom au fleuve Saint-Laurent.

NATIONAL MERIT | MERITE NATIONAL
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EN_ Central to the award-winning master plan for Toronto’s 
Central Waterfront is a three-kilometre-long promenade at the 
water's edge, offering a continuous public open space between 
buildings and the Lake. The first phase, the East Bayfront Water's 
Edge Promenade completed in 2010, illustrates the scope of 
this remarkable achievement, impressive not only for its unique 
design, but also for what lies below. 
The walkway’s elegant design, which includes its high-quality, 
custom-designed mosaic of granite pavers, its family of furniture 
and its double row of maple trees, is inspired by Canada’s iconic 
maple leaf. Running parallel to the walkway is an additional 
nine-metre-wide pedestrian zone, where patio seating spills into 
the public space. West 8 + DTAH, the lead consultants, closely 
worked with the contractors on site, collaborating on pavement 
mock-ups and fabrication of benches and lights. Equally notable 
is the extensive underground work, including soil cells, passive 
irrigation, and a root aeration technology installed in combination 

with utility trenches and dock wall reinforcement. The Promenade 
sets a successful precedent for future development on Toronto's 
waterfront – a sterling example of a public open space delivered in 
conjunction with public works improvements.

Editor’s note: The promenade connects two stellar projects which 
have won top honours from the CSLA: Canada's Sugar Beach (2011) 
and Sherbourne Common (2012). 

EAST BAYFRONT, Toronto 

DESIGN
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE WATERFRONT TORONTO 
FIRM | FIRME Tanya Brown, WEST8 + DTAH
tanya@dtah.com

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY : 
After a number of years of growth, the promenade’s fine 
selection of materials, design elements and custom furniture are 
beautifully showcased.| Après plusieurs années de croissance, 
le choix judicieux de matériaux, d’éléments de conception et de 
meubles sur mesure est merveilleusement mis en valeur.

PHOTOS THE PROMENADE IS FRAMED BY A CONTINUOUS DOUBLE 
ROW OF MAPLES, INSTALLED IN SOIL CELLS WITH A PASSIVE 
IRRIGATION SYSTEM AND A ROOT AERATION TECHNOLOGY. 
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FR_ Au cœur du plan d’urbanisme pour le Central Waterfront de Toronto se 
trouve une promenade de trois kilomètres au bord de l’eau. Celle-ci offre un 
espace public qui serpente entre le lac et les bâtiments. Terminée en 2010, la 
première phase — la promenade East Bayfront Water’s Edge — illustre la portée 
de cette réussite remarquable autant, par sa conception que par ce qu’elle cache.
L’élégance de l’allée piétonnière, pavée d’une mosaïque de granite sur mesure de 
haute qualité et accompagnée d’un mobilier et d’une double rangée d’érables, 
s’inspire de la feuille d’érable. Parallèle à l’allée, on a une zone piétonnière 
supplémentaire de neuf mètres de largeur, où des sièges s’éparpillent dans 
l’espace public. West 8 + DTAH, les principaux consultants, ont collaboré avec 
les entrepreneurs aux maquettes de pavage et à la fabrication des bancs et des 
luminaires. Notons l’étendue des travaux souterrains qui comportent cellules 
de terreau, irrigation passive et techniques d’aération des racines, combinées 
à des tranchées pour les services publics et des murets de renforcement. La 
Promenade crée un précédent pour la suite du développement des berges 
de Toronto, un exemple d’espace public conjugué à des améliorations aux 
travaux publics.

Note de la rédaction : La promenade relie deux splendides projets qui 
ont remporté les honneurs de l’AAPC : Sugar Beach (2011) et Sherbourne 
Common (2012).

PHOTOS LA PROMENADE EST ENCADRÉE PAR DEUX RANGÉES D’ÉRABLES PLANTÉS DANS DES 
FOSSES À IRRIGATION PASSIVE AUSSI DOTÉES D’UNE TECHNOLOGIE D’AÉRATION RACINAIRE.
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DESIGN | CONCEPTION
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE PARKS CANADA 
FIRM | FIRME MONICA GIESBRECHT, HTFC PLANNING & DESIGN
www. mgiesbrecht@htfc.mb.ca

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
A well-designed, from-the-ground-up, exercise in 
integrating education and play and incorporating a variety of 
multidisciplinary professions.| Un exercice d’intégration de 
l’apprentissage et du jeu, bien conçu de A à Z, qui fait appel à 
diverses professions.

100 custom-designed, hand- 
sculpted play elements | 100  
éléments de jeu sculptés à  
la main

VARIETY HERITAGE ADVENTURE PARK
Forks National Historic Site  
Winnipeg
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EN_ AN ADVENTURE IN FIRSTS: Since 
the Variety Heritage Adventure Park 
opened its gates at the Forks National 
Historic Site in 2012, it has been an 
unprecedented success for Parks Canada. 
More than 300,000 visitors have explored 
the bison lookout and the fort ruin, the 
train platform and spirit point, the full 
size York boat…the list goes on! The 
park is the first living history play park 
developed by Parks Canada through a 
public-private partnership. The marriage 
of Parks Canada’s expertise with 
Variety Manitoba’s service mandate and 
fundraising allowed the HTFC design 
team to dream big and innovate. The park 
features more than 100 custom-designed 
and hand-sculpted play elements nestled 
into the natural context. It is an outdoor 
education centre and interpretive site in 
one, and the first to be co-programmed 
by Parks in collaboration with educational, 
cultural and philanthropic organizations 
via a web interface. As the design team 
developed the landscape elements, each 
was vetted through a multi-layered client 
review process to confirm play value, 
historical veracity, safety, accessibility and 
durability.
The play park is fully integrated into 
Manitoba’s school curriculum, and 
supported by a dynamic Parks Canada 
resource website. http://bit.ly/1lMQ0pg

FR_ UNE SÉRIE DE PREMIÈRES : Depuis 
son ouverture en 2012 au lieu historique 
national de La Fourche, le parc des 
aventuriers du patrimoine Variety connaît 
un succès sans précédent. Plus de 300 
000 visiteurs ont foulé le belvédère aux 
bisons, les ruines du fort, la plate-forme 
ferroviaire, la pointe Spirit, la barge d’York 
grandeur réelle, etc. Il s’agit du premier 
parc ludique de type histoire vivante qu’a 
réalisé Parcs Canada par le truchement 
d’un PPP. Le mariage entre l’expertise de 
Parcs Canada et le mandat de service et 
de collecte de fonds de Variety Manitoba 
a permis aux concepteurs du parc Variety 
de voir grand et d’innover en intégrant au 
contexte naturel plus de 100 éléments 
de jeu sculptés à la main. À la fois centre 
éducatif et lieu d’interprétation, ce parc 
est le premier à avoir été programmé 
conjointement, via une interface Web, par 
Parcs Canada et des organismes éducatifs, 
culturels et philanthropiques. L’équipe 
du parc Variety a soumis chaque élément 
du paysage à un processus d’examen 
multicouche pour en valider la valeur 
ludique, la véracité historique, la sécurité, 
l’accessibilité et la durabilité.
Ce parc est parfaitement intégré au 
programme scolaire manitobain et 
soutenu par un site Internet dynamique 
de Parcs Canada. http://bit.ly/1lMQ0pg

PHOTOS SEVEN PARK ZONES PROVIDE A FULL SPECTRUM OF PLAY TYPOLOGIES WHILE 
EXPLORING MULTIPLE HISTORIC THREADS. |  LES SEPT ZONES OFFRENT UN ÉVENTAIL COMPLET 
DE JEUX TOUT EN EXPLORANT DE MULTIPLES FILS CONDUCTEURS HISTORIQUES.
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IMPerial lofts
Montréal

EN_ A BREATH OF FRESH AIR: By transforming the former 
Imperial Tobacco Factory into a residential complex, the 
area’s density and environmental quality are improved. The 
Lofts target young Montrealers supportive of sustainable 
practices such as green roofs, car-sharing, rainwater recycling 
and energy efficiency. The factory’s asphalt surfaces, once 
urban heat islands, are replaced by cooling, landscaped 
courtyards which incorporate on-site water retention, 
reusing existing reservoirs for watering of site plantings. 
The design concept for the three landscaped courtyards 
references the form of the cigarette, and reimagines it as 
a breath of fresh air. Custom screens announce and define 
private entrances, distinguishing them from public walkways 
and garden spaces. Rooftops are greened and transformed 
into terraces open to all residents. With minimum budget, 
the Lofts have revived an environment, integrating a new 
residential paradigm and celebrating a vibrant past.

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN | DESIGN RÉSIDENTIEL
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE PREVEL 
FIRM | FIRME ISABELLE GIASSON, GROUPE IBI-CHBA
isabelle.giasson@groupeibi-chba.com

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
Very good use of small spaces within a larger context. Rich in 
detail, intimate, private and socially responsible. | Très bonne 
utilisation de petits espaces dans un contexte plus large. 
Détaillé, intime et socialement responsable.

NATIONAL MERIT | MÉRITE NATIONAL

1+2 THE MONOLITHIC 1960S EXTERIOR ENVELOPE WAS REMOVED 3+4 THE 
LOFTS HOLD 750 RESIDENTIAL UNITS AND 5 ROOF TERRACES CONNECTED 
BY WALKWAYS RECALLING THE OLD FACTORY’S CONVEYORS.

1

2

3

4
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FR_ UNE BOUFFÉE D’AIR FRAIS : En transformant l’ancienne 
usine d’Imperial Tobacco en complexe résidentiel, on a 
amélioré la densité et la qualité environnementale du 
secteur. Ces lofts ciblent les jeunes montréalais sensibles 
aux pratiques écoresponsables comme les toits verts, le 
partage de voiture, le recyclage de l’eau de pluie et l’efficacité 
énergétique. On a remplacé les surfaces asphaltées (anciens 
îlots thermiques) par des cours paysagées rafraîchissantes. 
Celles-ci utilisent d’anciens réservoirs pour recueillir l’eau 
de pluie et arroser les plantes. Les trois cours rappellent la 
forme d’une cigarette repensée comme une bouffée d’air 
frais. Des écrans sur mesure annoncent les entrées privées, 
qui se distinguent ainsi des trottoirs et des jardins publics. 
On a transformé les toits en terrasses accessibles à tous 
les résidents. Ces terrasses sont reliées entre elles par des 
trottoirs qui rappellent le passé industriel des lieux. Plantes, 
piscines et lieux de détente encouragent la socialisation et 
offrent des points de vue panoramiques sur la ville. Avec un 
budget minime, ce projet a revitalisé un environnement en 
intégrant à son passé vivant la nouvelle réalité résidentielle.

 1+2 L’ENVELOPPE MONOLITHIQUE DES ANNÉES 60 A ÉTÉ RETIRÉE. 3+4 LES LOFTS 
ABRITENT 750 UNITÉS DE LOGEMENT. 5 LES TERRASSES DU TOIT SONT RELIÉES 
PAR DES TROTTOIRS RAPPELANT LES ANCIENS CONVOYEURS DE L’USINE.

5
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A MUNICH ZAUBERGARTEN*
IN AN URBAN CLEARING
DESIGN 
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE LANDESHAUPTSTADT MÜNCHEN 
FIRM | FIRME DIETMAR STRAUB, STRAUB THURMAYR CSLA 
LANDSCHAFTSARCHITEKEN
dietmar.straub@umanitoba.ca

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
Naturalistic design of a children’s daycare, done in a manner that 
expands the boundary of landscape design. | Une garderie de 
conception naturaliste qui repousse les limites de l’architecture 
de paysage

NATIONAL MERIT | MÉRITE NATIONAL

EN_ In the overgrown landscape of a 1970s childcare centre in 
Munich, a thick canopy of trees blocked the sun and both lawns 
and sand stayed wet and cold. How did LAs Straub and Thurmayr 
approach a revitalization? By first, spending three years listening 
to the trees and watching the light.
To create a sun-bathed clearing, the LAs suggested thinning to 
create a friendly space bathed in light. Permeability was key to 
a sustainable design: permeability of light and air, permeability 
between spaces, and stormwater permeability, including 
minimal paved areas, water-permeable surfaces and green roofs. 
Designers created a Lady’s Mantle alley to welcome people; the 
courtyards sprouted green roofs to become safe and sheltered 
classrooms, and in the garden, the earth was delicately sculpted 
to create a remarkable spatial experience. Gentle undulations 
form a micro-landscape of spaces and interludes. Informally 
arranged “islands” are situated amid grassy spaces, and each 
boasts its own identity – see-saw lounge, willow lounge, red 
lounge and wild lounge. The islands are small archipelagos in 
the landscape of movement, providing places to escape to. 
The childcare centre is an oasis for everyday, which can be used 
intensively all day – a good place for tactile experiential learning.

FR_ UNE CLAIRIÈRE URBAINE : Dans les environs d’une garderie 
des années 1970, à Munich, une couronne sylvicole dense 
bloquait le soleil, au point où le gazon et le sable restaient froids 
et humides. Comment les AP Straub et Thurmayr ont-ils abordé 
la revitalisation? En passant trois ans à écouter les arbres et à 
observer la lumière.
Pour créer une clairière ensoleillée, ils ont proposé d’éclaircir les 
lieux. La pérennité devait reposer sur la perméabilité : de l’air 
et de la lumière, des espaces, des eaux de ruissellement – avec 
peu de surfaces pavées, des surfaces perméables à l’eau et des 
toits verts. Ils ont dessiné une allée de pieds-de-lion, les toits 
de verdure ont poussé dans la cour pour se transformer en salles 
de classe protégées et, au jardin, on a sculpté la terre pour offrir 
une expérience spatiale remarquable. De douces ondulations 
créent un micropaysage d’espaces et de pauses. Des « îles » 
aux personnalités diverses sont disséminées dans les espaces 
gazonnés : salon à bascule, salon du saule, salon rouge, salon 
sauvage. Ces îles forment de petits archipels dans le paysage en 
mouvement, comme autant d’escapades. La garderie est une 
oasis au quotidien pouvant servir de manière intensive, un bon 
endroit pour l’apprentissage tactile.
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1 SPACE FOR LIGHT AND SHADOWS... BUT CARS REMAIN 
OUTSIDE | 1 DE LA PLACE POUR LA LUMIÈRE ET L’OMBRE, 
MAIS LES VOITURES RESTENT À L’EXTÉRIEUR.

*children’s garden | 
jardin d’enfants

“This is not a forest nor a park, this is a 
ZAUBERGARTEN*, nothing more and nothing less.” 
…Thomas Mann
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POTTERY ROAD CROSSING
Toronto

DESIGN
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE CITY OF TORONTO 
FIRM | FIRME MARY TREMAIN, PLANT ARCHITECTURE INC.
mary@branchplant.com

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
Pottery Road elevates our expectations of what a pedestrian 
crosswalk can be. Its harmonious safety and engineering 
solutions go well beyond solving a mundane design problem. | 
Ce passage redéfinit nos attentes envers un passage 
piétonnier. L’harmonie entre ses solutions de sécurité et 
d’ingénierie va bien au-delà de la simple résolution de 
problème de conception.

URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE MEETS URBAN ECOLOGY... | 
INFRASTRUCTURE ET ÉCOLOGIE URBAINES SE RENCONTRENT...
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EN_ Pressured by its urban location, the Pottery Road 
Crossing site had deteriorated into a hatchwork of unplanned, 
unsustainable trails, including an extremely dangerous crossing. 
Today, the new crossing and reconfigured road-island, with 
its visual graphics and laser-cut signage to direct and control 
traffic, has become a landmark entry to Toronto’s Lower Don 
Recreational Trail – the first component of a larger project to 
provide interpretation, accessibility and environmental control 
for the trail. The overall scheme encompasses Crothers Wood 
— one of the few remaining fragments of Carolinian forest in 
Canada and part of the City of Toronto’s Terrestrial Natural 
Heritage System.
In the Plant Architecture design, urban infrastructure meets 
urban ecology. The Pottery Road Crossing offers a choreographed 
twenty-first century experience of the Lower Don landscape. 
On either side of the intersection, benches and grating act 
as ‘rumble strips’ to pique the attention of users. Blue water 
graphics, imprinted on the ground, remind passers-by of the Don 
River. Special orientation maps with sculpted surfaces mirror the 
topography of the surrounding site, and fill with water during 
rainfall, simulating the Don River. Accompanying flood markers 
illustrate the flood heights of past, present, and future storms.
Also awarded a 2014 Urban Design Award. See p 70.

FR_ Le site du passage du chemin Pottery, sous la pression 
de sa situation urbaine, s’était détérioré au point de former 
un nœud impossible de sentiers autour d’une traverse 
dangereuse. Maintenant, le nouveau passage piétonnier et 
l’îlot routier reconfiguré, avec pictogrammes et signalisation, 
offrent un point d’entrée panaché au sentier récréatif Lower 
Don de Toronto, première composante d’un ambitieux projet 
d’interprétation, d’accessibilité et de contrôle environnemental 
du sentier. L’ensemble inclut le boisé Crothers, un des derniers 
fragments de la forêt carolinienne au Canada, qui fait partie du 
Terrestrial Natural Heritage System.
Le plan d’architecture végétale fait se rencontrer infrastructure 
et écologie urbaine. Le passage piétonnier du chemin Pottery 
propose une expérience contemporaine, chorégraphiée, du 
paysage du Lower Don. Des deux côtés de l’intersection, des 
bancs et du grillage servent de « bande rugueuse » attirant 
l’attention des usagers. Des motifs aquatiques bleus imprimés 
dans le sol évoquent la rivière Don. Des cartes d’orientation 
à surfaces sculptées reproduisent la topographie locale et 
s’emplissent d’eau lorsqu’il pleut, simulant ainsi la rivière. 
Des marqueurs indiquent la hauteur des inondations d’hier, 
d’aujourd’hui et de demain.
Voir aussi en page 70, Prix d’excellence de l’ICU.

Choreographing a 21st century 
experience of the Lower Don Valley… |  
Chorégraphie d’une expérience du 
XXIe siècle dans le Lower Don...
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TORONTO NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
TRAIL STRATEGY
LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT | AMÉNAGEMENT DES PAYSAGES
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE CITY OF TORONTO 
FIRM | FIRME ERIK LEES, 
LEES + ASSOCIATES LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
elees@elac.bc.ca kamon@elac.bc.ca

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
Very well-researched and presented document that clearly and concisely 
presents an environmental trail strategy. Excellent guidelines to the client 
and for the public. | Une publication très bien documentée, qui présente 
succintement une stratégie de sentier environnemental. Excellentes lignes 
directrices pour le client et la population.

NATIONAL MERIT | MÉRITE NATIONAL

EN_ Toronto hosts an estimated 300 
kilometres of natural surface, or dirt, 
trails located in ravines and natural 
parkland. These informal trails are often 
exceedingly well used. As Toronto’s 
population continues to grow, so too 
does the need for management. The 
Natural Environment Trail Strategy (NETS) 
represents the first phase of system-wide 
planning for natural trails across Canada’s 
largest municipality.
The Strategy represents a shift in 
philosophy that recognizes that 
building better, sustainable trails with 
a light footprint is more effective than 
attempting to limit access in a highly 
urban area with limited resources for 
enforcement. NETS was developed 
using some of the most rigorous outdoor 
recreation research undertaken in Canada: 
infrared trail counters, trailhead intercept 
survey methodologies, “shirt sleeve” 
sessions, interviews, watershed sounding 
boards, live web-mapping, community 
workshops, and an on-line questionnaire. 
Strategies included the designation of 10 
Priority Management Areas and 31 Areas 
of Interest, with special consideration 
given to under-resourced and high-density 
communities. The NETS approach, which 
will underpin all future planning of natural 
trails, should provide a greater sense 
of community ownership, and focus 
resources on natural areas in need of 
programming and care.

1 NETS REPRESENTS A SHIFT FROM PIECE-MEAL TO SYSTEM-WIDE PLANNING. 
2,3,4 COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT ARE KEYS TO SUCCESS. | 1 NETS 
REPRÉSENTE UN PASSAGE À LA PLANIFICATION SYSTÉMIQUE. 2,3,4 LA SENSIBILISATION 
ET LA MOBILISATION DE LA COMMUNAUTÉ SONT LES CLÉS DU SUCCÈS.
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FR_ Toronto propose 300 kilomètres de sentiers en terre 
battue. Ils se trouvent dans les ravins et les parcs naturels. 
Ces sentiers sont très utilisés. Et le besoin de s’en occuper 
croît avec la population torontoise. La Natural Environment 
Trail Strategy (NETS) est la phase un d’un plan municipal 
de sentiers naturels à travers la plus grande métropole 
du Canada.
Cette stratégie augure un changement de paradigme : elle 
reconnaît qu’il est plus efficace de construire de meilleurs 
sentiers, plus durables, avec une empreinte moins importante, 
que de chercher à en restreindre l’accès dans une région 
fortement urbanisée aux ressources policières limitées. Pour 
la NETS, on a puisé dans les recherches canadiennes en loisirs 
extérieurs les plus rigoureuses : compteurs infrarouges, 
méthodologies de sondage en début de sentier, entrevues, 
groupes de rétroaction, mappage web en direct, ateliers 
communautaires et questionnaire en ligne. On a désigné 
10 secteurs à gestion prioritaire et 31 zones d’intérêt, en 
accordant une priorité aux quartiers à densité élevée ou moins 
fortunés. La démarche qui sous-tendra le développement 
des sentiers devrait inspirer un plus grand sentiment 
d’appartenance et permettre de concentrer les ressources 
dans les zones naturelles en manque de soins.

Encouraging ownership and stewardship 
of Toronto’s dirt trails… | Inspirer un 
plus grand sentiment d’appartenance 
aux sentiers de Toronto…
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TREE PLANTING SOLUTIONS
Toronto

RESEARCH | RECHERCHE
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE CITY OF TORONTO FIRM | FIRME DTAH
admin@dtah.com

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
A well-laid-out guideline from principal to implementation, 
incorporating details and specifications. Every municipality 
should be familiar with the concepts. | Un guide bien pensé qui 
couvre tout en incluant des détails et des fiches techniques. 
Toute municipalité devrait se familiariser avec ces concepts.

NATIONAL MERIT | MÉRITE NATIONAL

EN_ When the City of Toronto commissioned DTAH to 
examine municipal precedents for growing large street trees 
in sidewalks, DTAH brought urban forestry expert James 
Urban together with landscape architects, arboriculturists 
and engineers to produce this exemplary manual. The manual 
sets a new bar for tree planting, clearly linking tree health and 
longevity with soil volume and providing detailed cost-efficient 
options to achieve the target 20 to 30 cubic metres of soil per 
tree within the confines of a city sidewalk.
The project began with analysis of urban forestry practices in 
Toronto and eight North American municipalities with similar 
climate and density. This research informed the manual’s 
guiding principles and its detailed descriptions of three 
proposed construction methods (including specifications 
for rainwater harvesting and horticultural needs). Since tree 
planting must often be integrated with utilities, structural 
concrete slabs or soil cells accommodate enough soil under 
the sidewalk to grow trees for 40+ years. The manual also 
considers utility repair: it documents demonstration projects 


Landscape Architect: DTAH    Project Team: |  ARUP  |  James Urban - Urban Trees + Soils  |  Urban Forest Innovations Inc.

  

• Provides guiding principles for    
 larger, healthier street trees

•  Proposes three construction
  methods to grow trees in sidewalks

• Includes details and specifi cations  
 
• Shows demonstration projects
 that test utility access

 
 • Increase both the number and size
 • Grow large-canopy trees with a 40+ year life span and 40cm diameter at breast height

 
 • Examine and analyze urban forestry practices for eight North American municipalities with similar   
  climate and density
 • Provide cost-effective recommendations
 • Test proposed methods in utility installation and repair scenarios 

 
 • Report includes analysis of urban forestry practices for eight North American municipalities with   
  similar climate and density
 • Informed the Best Practices Manual

 
 •  Streetscapes are harsh environments for trees
 •  Many do not survive or grow to a large canopy size



30m3 per tree is ideal.




1.5m x 1.5m opening with mulch cover is ideal.




Utility repair and emergency access is possible with 
integrated utilities and root zones.




Plant fewer trees with greater soil volume and less 
hardware in open planters where space permits. 

 
The ‘bridge’ is the simplest 
concept of continuous hard 
pavement surface over the 
root zone. Two options were 
designed: reinforced cast-in-
place concrete panels and 
precast panels. To access 
utilities, the structural panel can 
be broken open and replaced.


On-grade pavement over soil 
cells allows for traditional 
pavement on grade on top of 
the soil cell assembly. To access 
utilities, the paving must be 
removed and the soil cells can be 
excavated out.


This is the simplest and most 
cost-effi cient way to plant a tree 
in urban conditions, though i t 
requires the greatest sidewalk 
space. Utility access is easiest 
with the open planter as non-
compacted soil at the surface is 
simply excavated.

Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Open planter 14.0m wide with 

0.2 wide walls Total width 14.8m
Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Pedestrian clearway

min. 2.1m (recommended)

6.0m

Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Open planter 14.0m wide with 

0.2 wide curbs. Total width 14.8m
Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

6.0m

  







In addition to providing adequate soil volume and complementary paving systems, a few more essential 

components were recommended. Mulch, plastic mesh guards, passive rainwater harvesting and distribution 

and a root zone ID marker were discussed and included in the detail drawings and specifi cations. Tree 

selection, recommended species, installation, maintenance and growing medium were also included in the 

report and specifi cations.


A surface rainwater harvesting system 
was designed that collects and 
distributes water fl owing across the 
paving surface. Water slopes down into 
a rill along the curb and falls into a drain 
inlet. Irrigation pipes connected to the 
inlet catch basin distribute the water 
evenly across the top of the soil under 
the paving. 


Mature urban street trees begin with healthy tree stock with good form and the right growing medium. A species 
suitability list was developed that is specifi c for urban growing conditions in Toronto. A tree growing medium mix 
was designed for local conditions and soil suppliers in mind and outlined in a specifi cation.


An ‘emergency scenario’ was recreated in the middle of winter. The scenario involved bursting a water main 
and testing the effects of water leaking on the soil cell system. It was concluded that Toronto Water can easily 
access its infrastructure through the soil cell system under extreme conditions using the same methods they 
currently have in place in either a planned or emergency situation. The exercise allayed their concerns that the 
soil cells would be a hindrance in their fi eld work.

Consultants and the City organized a soil cell testing exercise at the City of Toronto’s Nashdene Yard in 
Scarborough with utility stakeholders Toronto Water and Enbridge Gas. New utility installation and repair of 

existing utilities under soil cells was recreated at the Yard.


Access through soil cells to install a gas lateral line was tested. It was concluded that the soil cells pose no 
obstruction to the installation of a gas lateral and riser. The work is essentially the same as current sidewalk 
conditions with consideration of the location of the soil cells when torpedoing the line underground.


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that tested utility access including North America’s 
first full-scale mock-ups of emergency utility repair 
scenarios through soil cells. The Jury recommended digital 
production of the manual to promote sharing of concepts.

FR_ SOLUTIONS POUR PLANTER DES ARBRES DANS 
LES SURFACES DURES DES BOULEVARDS : MANUEL 
DES MEILLEURES PRATIQUES : Lorsque DTAH a 
reçu de la ville de Toronto la commande d’examiner 
les précédents municipaux en matière de croissance 
d’arbres de rue dans les trottoirs, la firme a fait appel 
à James Urban, expert en foresterie urbaine, et à des 
architectes-paysagistes, des arboriculteurs et des 
ingénieurs pour réaliser un guide exemplaire. Celui-ci 
crée un précédent en plantation d’arbres. Il relie 
explicitement la santé et la longévité des arbres au 
volume de terre, en plus d’offrir des choix économiques 
pour fournir 20 à 30 mètres de terre à chaque arbre dans 
les limites d’un trottoir urbain.

DTAH a commencé par analyser les pratiques forestières 
à Toronto et dans huit municipalités nord-américaines de 
climat et de densité comparables. De ces recherches, elle 
a tiré les principes de base du guide et trois méthodes de 
construction présentées en détail (avec spécifications pour 
la collecte des eaux de pluie et les besoins horticoles). La 
plantation d’arbres est intégrée aux services publics là où 
l’on peut arranger la terre à l’aide de dalles de béton ou 
de cellules de terreau, pour que les arbres aient assez de 
place pour grandir pendant 40 ans. Le guide documente 
aussi des projets pilotes qui ont testé l’accès aux services 
publics, y compris les premières maquettes grandeur 
réelle pour scénarios de réparation d’urgence à travers les 
cellules de terreau. Le jury a recommandé la réalisation 
d’une version numérique du guide pour faciliter la 
circulation de ses concepts.


Landscape Architect: DTAH    Project Team: |  ARUP  |  James Urban - Urban Trees + Soils  |  Urban Forest Innovations Inc.

  

• Provides guiding principles for    
 larger, healthier street trees

•  Proposes three construction
  methods to grow trees in sidewalks

• Includes details and specifi cations  
 
• Shows demonstration projects
 that test utility access

 
 • Increase both the number and size
 • Grow large-canopy trees with a 40+ year life span and 40cm diameter at breast height

 
 • Examine and analyze urban forestry practices for eight North American municipalities with similar   
  climate and density
 • Provide cost-effective recommendations
 • Test proposed methods in utility installation and repair scenarios 

 
 • Report includes analysis of urban forestry practices for eight North American municipalities with   
  similar climate and density
 • Informed the Best Practices Manual

 
 •  Streetscapes are harsh environments for trees
 •  Many do not survive or grow to a large canopy size



30m3 per tree is ideal.




1.5m x 1.5m opening with mulch cover is ideal.




Utility repair and emergency access is possible with 
integrated utilities and root zones.




Plant fewer trees with greater soil volume and less 
hardware in open planters where space permits. 

 
The ‘bridge’ is the simplest 
concept of continuous hard 
pavement surface over the 
root zone. Two options were 
designed: reinforced cast-in-
place concrete panels and 
precast panels. To access 
utilities, the structural panel can 
be broken open and replaced.


On-grade pavement over soil 
cells allows for traditional 
pavement on grade on top of 
the soil cell assembly. To access 
utilities, the paving must be 
removed and the soil cells can be 
excavated out.


This is the simplest and most 
cost-effi cient way to plant a tree 
in urban conditions, though i t 
requires the greatest sidewalk 
space. Utility access is easiest 
with the open planter as non-
compacted soil at the surface is 
simply excavated.

Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Open planter 14.0m wide with 

0.2 wide walls Total width 14.8m
Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Pedestrian clearway

min. 2.1m (recommended)

6.0m

Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Open planter 14.0m wide with 

0.2 wide curbs. Total width 14.8m
Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

6.0m

  







In addition to providing adequate soil volume and complementary paving systems, a few more essential 

components were recommended. Mulch, plastic mesh guards, passive rainwater harvesting and distribution 

and a root zone ID marker were discussed and included in the detail drawings and specifi cations. Tree 

selection, recommended species, installation, maintenance and growing medium were also included in the 

report and specifi cations.


A surface rainwater harvesting system 
was designed that collects and 
distributes water fl owing across the 
paving surface. Water slopes down into 
a rill along the curb and falls into a drain 
inlet. Irrigation pipes connected to the 
inlet catch basin distribute the water 
evenly across the top of the soil under 
the paving. 


Mature urban street trees begin with healthy tree stock with good form and the right growing medium. A species 
suitability list was developed that is specifi c for urban growing conditions in Toronto. A tree growing medium mix 
was designed for local conditions and soil suppliers in mind and outlined in a specifi cation.


An ‘emergency scenario’ was recreated in the middle of winter. The scenario involved bursting a water main 
and testing the effects of water leaking on the soil cell system. It was concluded that Toronto Water can easily 
access its infrastructure through the soil cell system under extreme conditions using the same methods they 
currently have in place in either a planned or emergency situation. The exercise allayed their concerns that the 
soil cells would be a hindrance in their fi eld work.

Consultants and the City organized a soil cell testing exercise at the City of Toronto’s Nashdene Yard in 
Scarborough with utility stakeholders Toronto Water and Enbridge Gas. New utility installation and repair of 

existing utilities under soil cells was recreated at the Yard.


Access through soil cells to install a gas lateral line was tested. It was concluded that the soil cells pose no 
obstruction to the installation of a gas lateral and riser. The work is essentially the same as current sidewalk 
conditions with consideration of the location of the soil cells when torpedoing the line underground.




Landscape Architect: DTAH    Project Team: |  ARUP  |  James Urban - Urban Trees + Soils  |  Urban Forest Innovations Inc.

  

• Provides guiding principles for    
 larger, healthier street trees

•  Proposes three construction
  methods to grow trees in sidewalks

• Includes details and specifi cations  
 
• Shows demonstration projects
 that test utility access

 
 • Increase both the number and size
 • Grow large-canopy trees with a 40+ year life span and 40cm diameter at breast height

 
 • Examine and analyze urban forestry practices for eight North American municipalities with similar   
  climate and density
 • Provide cost-effective recommendations
 • Test proposed methods in utility installation and repair scenarios 

 
 • Report includes analysis of urban forestry practices for eight North American municipalities with   
  similar climate and density
 • Informed the Best Practices Manual

 
 •  Streetscapes are harsh environments for trees
 •  Many do not survive or grow to a large canopy size



30m3 per tree is ideal.




1.5m x 1.5m opening with mulch cover is ideal.




Utility repair and emergency access is possible with 
integrated utilities and root zones.




Plant fewer trees with greater soil volume and less 
hardware in open planters where space permits. 

 
The ‘bridge’ is the simplest 
concept of continuous hard 
pavement surface over the 
root zone. Two options were 
designed: reinforced cast-in-
place concrete panels and 
precast panels. To access 
utilities, the structural panel can 
be broken open and replaced.


On-grade pavement over soil 
cells allows for traditional 
pavement on grade on top of 
the soil cell assembly. To access 
utilities, the paving must be 
removed and the soil cells can be 
excavated out.


This is the simplest and most 
cost-effi cient way to plant a tree 
in urban conditions, though i t 
requires the greatest sidewalk 
space. Utility access is easiest 
with the open planter as non-
compacted soil at the surface is 
simply excavated.

Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Open planter 14.0m wide with 

0.2 wide walls Total width 14.8m
Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Pedestrian clearway

min. 2.1m (recommended)

6.0m

Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

Open planter 14.0m wide with 

0.2 wide curbs. Total width 14.8m
Tree spacing recommended 10.0m

6.0m

  







In addition to providing adequate soil volume and complementary paving systems, a few more essential 

components were recommended. Mulch, plastic mesh guards, passive rainwater harvesting and distribution 

and a root zone ID marker were discussed and included in the detail drawings and specifi cations. Tree 

selection, recommended species, installation, maintenance and growing medium were also included in the 

report and specifi cations.


A surface rainwater harvesting system 
was designed that collects and 
distributes water fl owing across the 
paving surface. Water slopes down into 
a rill along the curb and falls into a drain 
inlet. Irrigation pipes connected to the 
inlet catch basin distribute the water 
evenly across the top of the soil under 
the paving. 


Mature urban street trees begin with healthy tree stock with good form and the right growing medium. A species 
suitability list was developed that is specifi c for urban growing conditions in Toronto. A tree growing medium mix 
was designed for local conditions and soil suppliers in mind and outlined in a specifi cation.


An ‘emergency scenario’ was recreated in the middle of winter. The scenario involved bursting a water main 
and testing the effects of water leaking on the soil cell system. It was concluded that Toronto Water can easily 
access its infrastructure through the soil cell system under extreme conditions using the same methods they 
currently have in place in either a planned or emergency situation. The exercise allayed their concerns that the 
soil cells would be a hindrance in their fi eld work.

Consultants and the City organized a soil cell testing exercise at the City of Toronto’s Nashdene Yard in 
Scarborough with utility stakeholders Toronto Water and Enbridge Gas. New utility installation and repair of 

existing utilities under soil cells was recreated at the Yard.


Access through soil cells to install a gas lateral line was tested. It was concluded that the soil cells pose no 
obstruction to the installation of a gas lateral and riser. The work is essentially the same as current sidewalk 
conditions with consideration of the location of the soil cells when torpedoing the line underground.


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JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
Good process and analysis with clear intent. | Bonne analyse, 
bonne démarche, objectif précis.

EN_ Downtown Moves guides the renewal of streetscapes, urban 
design and infrastructure renewal of approximately 30 km of 
municipal streets in downtown Ottawa. As well as setting out to 
enhance street environments, the study informs the City on how 
to best capitalize on the implementation of the Confederation 
Line light-rail transit (LRT), and seamlessly integrate stations at 
street level.
The six-phase planning and consultation process engaged the 
public through workshops and a “Mobility Summit” lecture series 
that attracted broad participation. The planners also pioneered 
research into “Pedestrian Level-of-Service” (LOS), a measure 
that ranks pedestrian comfort and freedom of movement on a 
six-level scale. The final study included a Street Design Decision-
Making Framework and an Implementation Strategy, with 
preliminary cost calculations, which included prioritizing 13 Vital 
Moves. Within one month of the approval of Downtown Moves 
by Council, the City initiated the study’s first Vital Move with the 
redesign of Queen Street. By following this vision, the City will 
meet its ambitious target of 64 per cent walking and cycling trips 
within downtown by 2031.

FR_ Downtown Moves encadre le renouvellement du 
paysage de rue, de l’urbanisme et de l’infrastructure 
sur 30 km de rues dans le centre-ville d’Ottawa. Cette 
étude cherche à améliorer l’environnement de rue tout en 
montrant à la ville comment profiter de l’arrivée de la ligne 
de train léger sur rail Confédération pour fondre les stations 
dans le décor.
La démarche de planification et de consultation en 
six étapes proposait des ateliers aux citoyens et des 
conférences sur la mobilité. Les urbanistes ont aussi créé 
une étude pour mesurer, sur une échelle de six, le confort 
et la liberté de mouvement des piétons. Le rapport final 
propose un cadre décisionnel pour l’aménagement des 
rues et une stratégie de mise en œuvre avec un budget 
préliminaire couvrant 13 priorités. Moins d’un mois après 
l’approbation de Downtown Moves au conseil municipal, 
la ville mettait en branle la première étape, soit la refonte 
de la rue Queen. En appliquant le plan Downtown Moves, 
Ottawa atteindra son but d’avoir 64 % des déplacements au 
centre-ville faits à vélo ou à pied d’ici 2031.

NATIONAL CITATION | CITATION NATIONALE

Delcan: Ron Jack     Ron Clarke     Ana Stuermer
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Transforming Ottawa’s Streets

Downtown Moves

Refer to:
Vision

Strategic Directions

1

Identify Street Typology from: 
Plan of Streets 2

Prioritize Objectives Based on: 
Vision Plans 3

Prepare Test Scenarios Using: 
Street Design Toolkit

and 
Complete Street Design 

Solutions

4

Evaluate Using: 
Strategic Directions

Mobility Criteria5

Make Informed
Decisions6

Streets in downtown Ottawa represent the most significant public spaces 
available in Ottawa’s Central Business District (CBD). These streets are 
currently used by over 100,000 workers and 7.8 million tourists annually. 
The City of Ottawa retained Delcan and The Planning Partnership to guide 
streetscape, urban design and infrastructure renewal of approximately 30 km 
of municipal streets in downtown Ottawa. 

This study followed a comprehensive six-phase planning and consultation 
process that fostered meaningful stakeholder and public engagement through 
workshops and focus groups.

Downtown Moves supports investment in complete streets in Ottawa’s 
downtown to foster a lively, world-class, Capital City. It identifies ways to make 
walking, cycling and transit more comfortable and convenient by restoring 
a balance among all street users and directing streetscape improvements. 

The team developed a new ‘Street Design Decision-Making Framework’ to 
guide and simplify decision-making on the design of downtown streets and 
public spaces, and the “Pedestrian Level-of-Service” (LOS), a measure that 
ranks pedestrian comfort and freedom of movement on a six-level scale. 
These innovative tools can be replicated by municipalities across Canada. 
The study’s “Street Design Toolkit” provides a variety of best practices in 
sustainable design, including bicycle sharing stations, sustainable planting 
and integrated accessibility for all. 

A series of 13 “Vital Moves” were identified and prioritized – these moves 
represent physical transformations to downtown streets in order to fulfill the 
Vision and Strategic Directions of the study. 

Downtown Moves was unanimously approved by the City of Ottawa’s 
Transportation Committee and subsequently by City Council, Master Plan and 
Transportation Master Plan.  Within one month of the approval of Downtown 
Moves by Council  the City initiated the study’s first ‘Vital Move’ with the 
redesign of Queen Street. By following the vision outlined in Downtown 
Moves, the City will be able to meet its ambitious target of 64% walking and 
cycling trips within downtown by 2031.The 6-Phase Study Process

Plan of Streets Pedestrian Vision: Walking Vehicle Access Vision

Pedestrian Vision: Public & Open Space Cycling Vision Transit Vision
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Street Cross Sections
Illustrating two of eleven different streetscape treatments proposed for downtown Ottawa’s streets.
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25 Strategies with Guidelines to enhance mobility on downtown streets.

David Leinster, The Planning Partnership
Project Title: Downtown Moves: Transforming Ottawa’s Streets  Landscape Architect: Donna Hinde, The Planning Partnership  Team: Ron Palmer    Robin Chubb   Michael Ormston-Holloway  Brett Hoornaert  
      

DOWNTOWN MOVES: 
TRANSFORMING OTTAWA’S STREETS
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PARC HYDRO-QUÉBEC
Quartier Des Spectacles, Montréal
DESIGN
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE HYDRO-QUÉBEC FIRM | FIRME CLAUDE 
CORMIER/SOPHIE BEAUDOIN, CLAUDE CORMIER ET ASSOCIÉS
info@claudecormier.com

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
A stand-out among institutional projects submitted: well detailed 
with uncommon materials. A very nice revitalization of a tired 
site. | Projet bien détaillé utilisant des matériaux inusités. 
Se démarque des autres projets institutionnels reçus. Belle 
revitalisation d’un site fatigué.

EN_ Parc Hydro-Québec unfolds like a huge metal grill suspended 
above a naturalized ground surface. The grill, inspired by the 
giant metallic hydro towers that traverse the landscape, is 
simultaneously a tongue-in-cheek play on the ubiquitous 
urban tree grate. Completely permeable, it permits growing 
conditions comparable to that of a forest. A groundcover of 
native plants is surrounded by a grid of thirty honey locust trees 
planted unevenly.

Parc Hydro-Québec
Montréal, Qc

Located in the heart of the vibrant Quartier des 
Spectacles in Montreal, adjacent to the Centre for 
Sustainable Development, Parc Hydro-Québec unfolds 
like a huge metal grill suspended above a naturalized 
ground surface - a play upon the urban tree grate. 
Completely permeable, this device permits the crea-
tion of growing conditions comparable to that of a 
forest, allowing rainwater to flow naturally into the 
soil and protecting the ground from compaction. A 
composition of native plants forms the groundcover 
surrounded by a grid of thirty honey locust trees 
planted unevenly, transforming this space into a 
vault of freshness. 

PArC HyDro-QuébeC

CLAuDe CorMier + ASSoCiéS inC. - Claude Cormier, Project Director and Lead Designer / Sophie beaudoin, Landscape Architect Project Manager / 
Marc Halle, Landscape Architect and Designer / Guillaume Vanderveken, Landscape Architect

Cast concrete benches, which enable a diversity of individual and collective uses, are distributed as small autono-
mous objects over the suspended steel grate. 

The planting of diverse and native plant species (seen as newly planted in the image) creates habitat for birds 
and insects.

The tree canopy, that will be nearly contiguous as trees mature, diminishes heat island effect and improves social equity in this traditionally 
underserved area of Montréal.

At night, lighting of the space under the steel grate creates 
striking kinetic visual effects for those passing above.

inspired by the giant metallic transmission towers of Hydro-Quebec, the form of the grate echoes the adjacent Hydro-Québec Head office, 
injecting contextual resonance into urban functionality.

The project is a rare example where the entire extent of an urban park is engaged to maximize ecological function. A composition of native understory plants, together with an unevenly distributed grid of 
30 canopy trees, transformed the 1300m2 site into an urban oasis.

The park is part of the ongoing redefinition of the urban fabric in the Quartier des Spectacles and will act as an important green gateway.

Parc Hydro-Québec is a publicly accessible urban oasis intended as an outlet for the thousands of people who work in neighbouring office towers. it is also designed to be a destination for passive uses, while providing a diffuse space to accommodate activities emanating from the Centre 
for Sustainable Development as well as small events related to the festival season from June through to September.

Parc Hydro-Québec
Montréal, Qc

Located in the heart of the vibrant Quartier des 
Spectacles in Montreal, adjacent to the Centre for 
Sustainable Development, Parc Hydro-Québec unfolds 
like a huge metal grill suspended above a naturalized 
ground surface - a play upon the urban tree grate. 
Completely permeable, this device permits the crea-
tion of growing conditions comparable to that of a 
forest, allowing rainwater to flow naturally into the 
soil and protecting the ground from compaction. A 
composition of native plants forms the groundcover 
surrounded by a grid of thirty honey locust trees 
planted unevenly, transforming this space into a 
vault of freshness. 

PArC HyDro-QuébeC

CLAuDe CorMier + ASSoCiéS inC. - Claude Cormier, Project Director and Lead Designer / Sophie beaudoin, Landscape Architect Project Manager / 
Marc Halle, Landscape Architect and Designer / Guillaume Vanderveken, Landscape Architect

Cast concrete benches, which enable a diversity of individual and collective uses, are distributed as small autono-
mous objects over the suspended steel grate. 

The planting of diverse and native plant species (seen as newly planted in the image) creates habitat for birds 
and insects.

The tree canopy, that will be nearly contiguous as trees mature, diminishes heat island effect and improves social equity in this traditionally 
underserved area of Montréal.

At night, lighting of the space under the steel grate creates 
striking kinetic visual effects for those passing above.

inspired by the giant metallic transmission towers of Hydro-Quebec, the form of the grate echoes the adjacent Hydro-Québec Head office, 
injecting contextual resonance into urban functionality.

The project is a rare example where the entire extent of an urban park is engaged to maximize ecological function. A composition of native understory plants, together with an unevenly distributed grid of 
30 canopy trees, transformed the 1300m2 site into an urban oasis.

The park is part of the ongoing redefinition of the urban fabric in the Quartier des Spectacles and will act as an important green gateway.

Parc Hydro-Québec is a publicly accessible urban oasis intended as an outlet for the thousands of people who work in neighbouring office towers. it is also designed to be a destination for passive uses, while providing a diffuse space to accommodate activities emanating from the Centre 
for Sustainable Development as well as small events related to the festival season from June through to September.

This urban oasis, which was entirely designed to maximize 
ecological function, was built in conjunction with the neighbouring 
Centre for Sustainable Development and is the first project in 
Québec to receive LEED NC Platinum status. The combination 
of the industrial language within a refined and poetic milieu of 
dappled tree canopy and herbaceous understory shapes a unique 
experience within an intensely urban context.

FR_ Le parc Hydro-Québec se déploie à la façon d’une immense 
grille métallique surélevée au-dessus d’un sol naturalisé. La 
grille s’inspire des pylônes qui parsèment le paysage, tout en 
faisant un clin d’œil aux grilles d’arbres urbains. Ce dispositif 
offre des conditions de croissance comparables à celles d’un 
environnement forestier. Un couvre-sol de plantes indigènes et 
une trentaine de féviers font.
Cette oasis urbaine conçue pour maximiser les fonctions 
écologiques a été construite avec l’aide de la Maison du 
développement durable, sa voisine. Il s’agit du premier projet 
québécois à recevoir la mention LEED NC Platine. Il offre une 
expérience unique dans un contexte si urbanisé.



48   LANDSCAPES PAYSAGES

o 1o 3o 6o(m) N

LEON’S FURNITURE
95,600s.f.

LAWN

PERMEABLE PAVING

TRAIN SIMULATION

RA
DI

CA
L T

RA
CK

S

TU
R

N
TA

BL
E

MINIATURE
RAIL TRACK

MINIATURE
TRAIN DEPOT

PARKING LOT

STEAM WHISTLE 
LOADING

WATER TOWER

PARKING LOT

EN
G

IN
E 

D
IS

PL
AY

HYDRO VEHICLE
PARKING AREA

LEON’S 
LOADING DOCK

MUSEUM ENTRY EXISTING
VEGETATION

EXISTING
VEGETATION

FUTURE
PLAYGROUND

DON STATION

TOOL SHED

CABIN ‘D’

CROSSING SHANTY

ROLLING STOCK DISPLAY

ROLLING STOCK DISPLAY BY OTHERS

EXISTING
VEGETATION

GREEN SCREEN

TENANT ID SIGN

BREMNER BLVD

LAKESHORE BLVD

R
EE

S 
ST

R
EE

T

LO
W

ER
 S

IM
C

O
E 

ST
R

EE
T

TRHC MUSEUM
73,000s.f.

COAL 
& SANDING 

TOWER

MACHINE SHOP
12,600s.f.

VENT

VENT

GREEN
ROOF

GREEN
ROOF

GREEN ROOF

VENT

STAIRCASE

STEAM WHISTLE BREWERY
35,300s.f.

JOHN STREET ROUNDHOUSE

JOHN STREET ROUNDHOUSE HIGH LINE PLAZA & RAIL GARDEN LANDSCAPE CONCEPT

ROUNDHOUSE PARK
8.7acres

HIGH LINE 
PLAZA

[ June 8, 2o11 ]

PARKING LOTPP

HYDRO VEHICLE
PARKINGPP AREA

MUSEUM ENTRYR

MACHINE SHOP
12,600s.f.

VENT

ENT

GREEN
ROOF

GREEN
ROOF

GREEN ROOF

VENT

AIRCASETT

HIGH LINE 
PLAZA

PHASE  2 
PENDING

H
YD

R
O

 E
AS

EM
EN

T

o 1o 3o 6o(m) N

LEON’S FURNITURE
95,600s.f.

LAWN

PERMEABLE PAVING

TRAIN SIMULATION

RA
DI

CA
L T

RA
CK

S

TU
R

N
TA

BL
E

MINIATURE
RAIL TRACK

MINIATURE
TRAIN DEPOT

PARKING LOT

STEAM WHISTLE 
LOADING

WATER TOWER

PARKING LOT

HYDRO VEHICLE
PARKING AREA

LEON’S 
LOADING DOCK

MUSEUM ENTRY EXISTING
VEGETATION

EXISTING
VEGETATION

FUTURE
PLAYGROUND

DON STATION

TOOL SHED

CABIN ‘D’

CROSSING SHANTY

ROLLING STOCK DISPLAY

ROLLING STOCK DISPLAY BY OTHERS

EXISTING
VEGETATION

GREEN SCREEN

TENANT ID SIGN

BREMNER BLVD

LAKESHORE BLVD

R
EE

S 
ST

R
EE

T

LO
W

ER
 S

IM
C

O
E 

ST
R

EE
T

TRHC MUSEUM
73,000s.f.

COAL 
& SANDING 

TOWER

MACHINE SHOP
12,600s.f.

VENT

VENT

GREEN
ROOF

GREEN
ROOF

GREEN ROOF

VENT

STAIRCASE

STEAM WHISTLE BREWERY
35,300s.f.

JOHN STREET ROUNDHOUSE

JOHN STREET ROUNDHOUSE HIGH LINE PLAZA & RAIL GARDEN LANDSCAPE CONCEPT

ROUNDHOUSE PARK
8.7acres

HIGH LINE 
PLAZA

RAIL GARDEN

[ June 8, 2o11 ]

The City of Toronto acquired the Roundhouse 
and what has become Roundhouse Park, as 
part of land deal and it remained vacant until 
the mid 1990’s. Designated as a national 
heritage site in 1991, it was described as, 
“arguably the finest surviving roundhouse in 
Canada.” 

Our landscape studio took this awarded project 
from schematic concepts through detailed design 
development and to construction documentation 
and administration. The particular scope of work 
included: the cleaning and restoration of the 
outside brick walls of Roundhouse; the engineering 
of a new railcar turntable and rails able to move 
out into park area; the relocation and restoration  
of several orphan railway buildings to set within 
park program. Original railyard lights were 
refurbished and laid out along the primary paths. 
Historical interpretation panels and features are 
found around the park to tell the railway story.

The landscape was designed to provide open 
spaces for programming and large scale events,  
s well as to showcase railway cars and locomotives 
in varying combinations. The inclusion of live 
rails in the park required level grades that posed 
a challenge for site drainage.  Permeable paving 
was used to overcome this hurdle adjacent to the 
building using heritage style pavers with spacers 
and a quick draining sub-coarse. Throughout the remainder of the park drainage is directed to the softscape and convention centre parking lot roof drains.

Planting within the park was limited to the road frontage and heritage buildings to allow for large gatherings on the central lawn and paved surfaces as well as 
free movement of the railway cars and locomotives. As part of the miniature railway, a special storage and repair building was added to the park. This building 
includes a green roof.

The context of the site is changing and has seen an influx of residential condominiums and highrise office buildings forming a new precinct and neighbourhood 
to the east called South Core. In anticipation of the increase of residents in the area a series of junior play structures were incorporated into the park design.

This project is a unique example of urban intensification underneath a heritage landscape – a landscape that maintains its open park experience and  connected 
programming and uses amidst several rising condominium towers and adjacent the Gardiner Expressway.

 S I T E  E V O L U T I O N

2010 CUI  
(Canadian Urban Institute) Brownie Awards  
Category 4 – Excellence in Project Development, Building Scale

2009 CAHP  
(Canadian Association of Heritage Professionals) Awards 
Adaptive Reuse of a Heritage Building Award

     AWARDS

 1926

       FUTURE PROJECT PHASES – HIGH LINE PLAZA

JOHN STREET ROUNDHOUSE HIGH LINE PLAZA 

JOHN STREET ROUNDHOUSE HIGH LINE PLAZA 

 1930s  mid-1960s  1974 1993  early 1990s  2012

       SITE PLAN

The final phase of the Roundhouse Park landscape sees a nearby hydro transformer station relocated beneath the new High Line 
Plaza and Rail Garden public greenspace. The former machine shop has been carefully dismantled to accommodate the new 
transformer station underneath and will be restored to better state as part of this phase.

JOHN STREET 
ROUNDHOUSE PARK

SENIOR LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT - TREVOR MCINTYRE (IBI GROUP)
PROJECT MANAGER - DON LOUCKS (IBI GROUP)
PROJECT LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT - CHRISTINA PILZ (FORMERLY OF IBI GROUP)e

JOHN STREET ROUNDHOUSE PARK
Toronto

DESIGN
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE CITY OF TORONTO FIRM | FIRME TREVOR 
MCINTYRE, IBI GROUP
www. Ibigroup.com

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
A historically important site that is highly integrated into the 
surrounding urban fabric. A nod to great urban design. | Un site 
historique important profondément intégré au tissu urbain. 

EN_
Right in the heart of Toronto, amid a jungle of condominium 
towers and adjacent to the Gardiner Expressway, a series of 
rail spur lines radiates from the central turntable of John Street 
Roundhouse Park. In this surprising and delightful urban public-
space-cum-interpretive site, it is not unusual to see vintage 
railway stock moving across the park.
Just two decades ago, although the Roundhouse had been 
designated a national heritage site, the land remained vacant. 
Now, the heritage landscape maintains its open park experience 
despite intensification around, above and below. The IBI LAs, 
who took the project from concept through construction, were 
themselves “delighted by the rich experience”, which incorporated  
relocating several  orphan heritage buildings and towers, 
engineering the turntable and rails, refurbishing original railway 

NATIONAL CITATION | CITATION NATIONALE

lights, establishing a junior play area in anticipation of the area’s 
new residents, and exploring heritage programming.

FR_
Au coeur de Toronto, dans la jungle des tours à condos, près de 
l’autoroute Gardiner, une série d’embranchements de voie ferrée 
partent de la plaque tournante du parc John Street Roundhouse. 
Il n’est pas rare de voir du matériel ferroviaire se déplacer 
dans ce lieu ravissant qui mélange espace public urbain et site 
d’interprétation.
Il y a 20 ans, le Roundhouse était encore vacant, malgré son titre 
de lieu historique national. Aujourd’hui, le paysage patrimonial 
fait sentir sa présence et maintient sa vocation d’espace ouvert, 
malgré la densité croissante tout autour. Les AP d’IBI, « ravis 
par cette expérience », ont porté le projet de sa conception 
à sa réalisation. Ils ont déplacé plusieurs tours et bâtiments 
patrimoniaux, conçu la plaque tournante et les rails, remis en 
état les signaux lumineux et installé une aire de jeu pour les 
prochains utilisateurs des lieux, en plus de plancher sur un 
programme d’interprétation historique.

The restored railcar turntable and historic outbuildings 
convey a link to Toronto’s history in a treed urban park. | La 
plaque tournante et les bâtiments ferroviaires historiques 
intègrent l’histoire de Toronto à un parc urbain arboré.
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TOMs, Montréal 
FIELD OF DAISIES | FIELD OF POPPIES 2013 + 2014

NEW DIRECTIONS | NOUVELLES ORIENTATIONS
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE MUSEÉ DES BEAUX-ARTS DE MONTRÉAL 
FIRM | FIRME CLAUDE CORMIER, CLAUDE CORMIER ET ASSOCIÉS
info@claudecormier.com

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :
Well executed landscape as art... A thoughtful injection of fun into 
the urban landscape. | Belle exécution d’un paysage comme œuvre 
d’art […] Une dose bien sentie de plaisir dans le paysage urbain.

EN_
TOMs (Temporary Overlay Markers), normally associated with 
automobile culture, are deployed here to turn an asphalt street 
into an expressive outdoor sculpture garden positioned on 
either side of the Fine Arts Museum of Montreal. In 2012, the 
transformed traffic lanes evoked a carpet of daisies, expressing 
pointillist movement from yellow to white. In 2013, inspired by 
Van Gogh’s Field with Poppies, designers installed 6000 TOMs 
in a tighter weave, and took advantage of the slope at the 
base of Mount Royal to incorporate the mountain’s silhouette 
as a backdrop to the saturation of red, green, and white. This 
installation optimizes the constrained outdoor spaces of the 
museum within very limited budgets and time constraints. In 
summer, countless photos of TOM are shared through social 
media. TOM has become an integral part of the city experience in 
sync with the lively rhythms of Montreal en été.

FR_
Des marqueurs temporaires habituellement associés à la 
circulation automobile se déploient pour transformer une voie 
asphaltée en installation près du Musée des Beaux-Arts de 
Montréal. En 2012, les voies ainsi transformées évoquaient un 
champ de marguerites, avec mouvement pointilliste du jaune 
au blanc. En 2013, inspirés par le Champ aux coquelicots de Van 
Gogh, les concepteurs ont placé 6 000 marques temporaires 
en une vague plus serrée, en profitant de la pente au pied du 
Mont-Royal, pour utiliser la montagne comme toile de fond 
aux saturations de rouge, de vert et de blanc. Cette installation 
optimise les espaces extérieurs réduits du musée, en respectant 
des limites de temps et de budget très serrées. On ne compte 
plus les photos de ces marqueurs, partagées dans les réseaux 
sociaux en été. Cette installation fait maintenant partie de 
l’expérience urbaine estivale qu’offre Montréal.

…escaping the pace of the city through 
an abstract art-driven oasis  

… échapper au pouls de la ville en 
traversant un oasis d’art abstrait.

PHOTO Denis Farley
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regional awards
prix régionaux

...welcoming, enriching, art-filled places

...des lieux accueillants, enrichissants et  
remplis d’oeuvres d’art

2014

THE REGIONALS | PRIX RÉGIONAUX
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EN_ In an overlooked, in-between space in East Vancouver, 
sitting comfortably between a new six-story building and 
busy Main Street, is Mid Main Park, a funky new community 
gathering spot in one of the city’s most eclectic and eccentric 
neighbourhoods. Mid Main Park is perched on the site of a former 
dairy and milk bar. In humorous homage to the past, Mid Main 
Park’s signature, and the neighbourhood’s new conversation 
piece, is the bright red “bendy-straw” trellis and matching soda 
stand barstools. In time, said designers of Hapa Collaborative, kiwi 
vines will drape the trellis, providing a free lunch to passers-by! 
But already, people gather. The curvaceous seating walls, 
mounded earth, layered planting and lighting encourage slower, 
circuitous passage with safe and welcoming places to linger 
adjacent to the action of the street.
In another surprising transformation on a busy urban street across 
the country, Toronto’s Victoria Park Subway Station landscape has 
become lush, the station safe and beautiful. The Station sports 
a precedent setting green roof, the first for the Toronto Transit 
Commission. The design reduces noise and vibration, and provides 
a cooling welcome on hot days.
Two planning projects promise destinations to come – seven new 
feature sites on the Credit River, including a new central park for 
Mississauga, and in Toronto’s green backyard, a new master plan 
for the Lower Don Trail promises to shape a more welcoming, 
enriching and art-filled place.

FR_ Dans un interstice de Vancouver-Est, entre un nouvel 
édifice de six étages et la rue Main très achalandée, se trouve 
le parc Mid Main, un nouveau point de rencontre dans l’un des 
quartiers les plus éclectiques et excentriques de la ville. On y 
trouvait autrefois une laiterie et un bar laitier. C’est pourquoi, 
en guise d’hommage humoristique, on trouve au parc Mid 
Main un treillis en pailles rouge vif et des tabourets de casse-
croûte. Tout le quartier en parle. Selon les concepteurs de 
Hapa Collaborative, avec le temps, des vignes de kiwis d’été 
pousseront à travers le treillis pour offrir aux passants une 
collation gratuite. Or, les gens s’attroupent déjà sur les lieux. 
Les courbes des murets-bancs, les monticules de terre, les 
couches végétales et l’éclairage encouragent les piétons à 
ralentir le pas et à s’attarder à l’écart de la frénésie de la rue.
À la station de métro Victoria Park de Toronto, une autre 
étonnante transformation nous attend : le paysage y est 
devenu luxuriant et la station sécuritaire et resplendissante. 
La station est munie d’un toit vert, une première pour la 
Commission de transport de Toronto. Cette idée réduit le 
bruit et les vibrations, en plus d’apporter de la fraîcheur 
en été.
Et surveillez ces deux projets en développement : sept sites 
le long de la rivière Credit, dont un nouveau parc central à 
Mississauga, et un nouveau plan directeur pour le sentier de 
la Lower Don qui promet d’enrichir et d’embellir les lieux.

URBAN CONVERSATIONS URBAINEs

THE REGIONALS | PRIX RÉGIONAUX
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MID MAIN PARK 
Vancouver

DESIGN 
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE VANCOUVER PARK BOARD 
FIRM | FIRME JOSEPH FRY, HAPA COLLABORATIVE 
jfry@hapacobo.com

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY : Excellence in 
materials, grading and lighting to create an iconic site, well 
used by the neighbourhood. | Très belle attention portée aux 
matériaux, aux dénivelations et au lien avec l’histoire du lieu. 
Très belle utilisation de l’éclairage; un lieu emblématique pour 
le quartier.

A neighbourhood conversation piece...   
Tout le quartier en parle

REGIONAL HONOUR | HONNEUR RÉGIONAL

The “soda straw” trellis recalls the site`s former dairy bar   
LES « PAILLES À BOIRE » RAPPELLENT L’ANCIEN BAR LAITIER

PHOTOS KRISTOPHER GRUNERT
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CREDIT RIVER PARKS STRATEGY 
Mississauga

PLANNNING + ANALYSIS 
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE CITY OF MISSISSAUGA 
FIRM | FIRME MARK SCHOLLEN, SCHOLLEN AND COMPANY INC.
marks@schollenandcompany.com

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY : Detailed concept level 
plans with policy, costing and phasing. This project encompasses 
an expansive site and involved a large number of users. | Ce projet 
embrasse un grand site et fait jouer plusieurs groupes d’utilisateurs. 
Des plans de conception sont détaillés, avec politiques, budget et 
intégration progressive.

7 feature sites, each becoming an important 
destination… | 7 sites accrocheurs, chacun 
devenant une destination d’intérêt

REGIONAL HONOUR | HONNEUR RÉGIONAL
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LOWER DON TRAIL ACCESS
Toronto

Downtown Toronto’s green 
backyard… | La cour arrière 
du centre-ville de Toronto…

REGIONAL HONOUR | HONNEUR RÉGIONAL

PLANNNING + ANALYSIS
ENVIRONMENT AND ART MASTERPLAN 
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE  
CITY OF TORONTO, TORONTO AND 
REGION CONSERVATION 
FIRM | FIRME 
BRENT RAYMOND, DTAH
brent@dtah.com

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE  
DU JURY :  
A well-illustrated approach to trail 
planning within the context of an existing 
urban core. | Une approche bien illustrée 
de la planification de sentiers autour d’un 
noyau urbain existant.
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VICTORIA PARK 
SUBWAY STATION
Toronto

DESIGN 
GREEN ROOF AND LANDSCAPE 
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE  
TORONTO TRANSIT COMMISSION 
FIRM | FIRME  
SCOTT TORRANCE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT INC.
scott@scotttorrance.ca

JURY COMMENT | COMMENTAIRE DU JURY :  A project that 
displays landscape architecture at its best, mitigating the urban 
impact of noise, vibration and dust and controlling runoff. | Un 
projet qui illustre ce que les architectes-paysagistes peuvent 
faire pour atténuer l’impact du bruit, des vibrations, de la 
poussière et des eaux de ruissellement.
**WINNER of an Urban Design Award of Merit, see p. 70.
**GAGNANT d’un prix de design urbaine, voir p. 70.

A precedent setting green roof…  

Un toit vert qui crée un précédent…
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01 PLANNING + ANALYSIS (merit | Mérite) 
Downtown Tomorrow: Linking Orillia’s Core to the Water 
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE City of Orillia FIRM | FIRME George 
Dark, Urban Strategies Inc.
georgedark@urbanstrategies.com

02 COMMUNICATIONS (merit | mérite) 
Designing Thunder Bay’s Image Routes:  An Innovative 
Approach to Large-Scale Streetscape Redevelopment 
(Thunder Bay) CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE City of Thunder Bay 
FIRM | FIRME Calvin Brook, Brook McIlroy
cbrook@brookmcilroy.com

REGIONAL MERIT | MÉRITE RÉGIONAL

03 DESIGN (merit | mérite) 
Ruelle verte Cartierville (Montréal)  CLIENT | 
PROPRIÉTAIRE Écoquartier Ahuntsic-Cartierville / Ville 
en vert FIRM | FIRME Jasmin Corbiel, Groupe Rousseau 
Lefebvre
info@rousseau-lebebvre.com

04 DESIGN (merit | mérite)  
John Lawson Park Playground and Splash Pad (West 
Vancouver) CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE District of West 
Vancouver FIRM | FIRME Richard Findlay, Richard Findlay 
Landscape Architect Inc.
richard@rfla.ca

01, 02 03, 04
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Regional Citation | citation régionale

05 DESIGN (merit | mérite) 
MacEwan Terrace Garden at Riverwood (Mississauga) 
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE City of Mississauga / Credit Valley 
Conservation FIRM | FIRME Rod MacDonald & Mark Steele, 
The Landplan Collaborative Ltd.
rmacdonald@thelandplan.com

01 DESIGN (CITATION) 
Wellington Place (Toronto) CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE City 
of Toronto FIRM | FIRME David Leinster, The Planning 
Partnership Ltd.
dleinster@planpart.ca

02 DESIGN (CITATION)
Four Seasons Hotel & Residences (Toronto)  
CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE Menkes Developments Ltd.  
FIRM | FIRME Claude Cormier, Claude Cormier et Associés
info@claudecormier.com

05

01, 02
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03 DESIGN (CITATION) 
Open Hearth Park (Sydney) CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE Sydney 
Tar Ponds Agency (STPA) FIRM | FIRM Gary Sorge, Stantec 
Consulting Services, Inc.
gary.sorge@stantec.com

Regional Citation | citation régionale

04 PLANNING + ANALYSIS (CITATION)
Plan directeur d’aménagement récréotouristique de 
Rivière-au-Renard (Ville de Gaspé) CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE 
Corporation de développement de Rivière-au-Renard 
FIRM | FIRM Jean-Francois Rolland, Groupe IBI-DAA
jfrolland@groupeibidaa.com

05 Landscape Management (CITATION) 
Courthouse Square (Goderich) CLIENT | PROPRIÉTAIRE Town 
of Goderich FIRM | FIRME David Leinster, The Planning 
Partnership Ltd
dleinster@planpart.ca

03 04, 05
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ADJUDICATION | SÉLECTION

ADJUDICATION | SÉLECTION

FR_LP+ | SÉLECTION

Each year, the CSLA Awards of Excellence 
Jury is made up of members of the 
profession nominated by the respective 
associations that comprise the CSLA. 
Jurors appointed by the component 
associations were: BCSLA – James Tuer; 
AALA (on behalf of the Prairie provinces) 
– Erik Mustonen; OALA – Nelson Edwards; 
AAPQ – Jonathan Cha; APALA – Brian 
Parker. As part of an ongoing review of the 
CSLA Awards process, the adjudication 
was observed by Dr. Carmela Cucuzzella, 
Professor in Design and Computation Arts 
at Concordia University.  

BRIAN PARKER, BFA, MLA, APALA, 
CSLA, served as Jury Chair. He is a Senior 
Landscape Architect with Glenn Group 
Ltd. and Past President of the Fredericton 
Botanic Garden Association. His passion 
for growing things has led to many 
horticultural projects over his 25 years in 
the Maritimes. Brian believes that “plants 
are what separate us from other design 
disciplines and the palette they provide 
offers a new challenge on every project.” 
bparker@glenngroup.ca  

JONATHAN CHA is a landscape architect 
and urbanologist who teaches theoretical 
courses and urban design studios and leads 
study trips abroad from the School of 
Landscape Architecture of the University 
of Montreal. He also leads seminars on 
modern architecture at UQAM School of 
Design and collaborates with landscape 

architecture and urban design firms in the 
realization of public squares and urban 
development projects.  
cha.jonathan@courier.uqam.ca

JAMES W. TUER, CSLA, AIA, AIBC, 
LEEDap, is an award-winning architect, 
landscape architect and planner whose 
practice focuses on bridging the gap 
between landscape and architecture. With 
a practise focused on environmentalism 
and regionalism, James draws his 
inspiration from the natural world, and 
from both vernacular and classic west 
coast modernist design. James is principal 
of JWT Design Ltd and JWT Architecture 
and Planning based on Bowen Island in 
British Columbia. jwtuer@hotmail.com    
 
ERIK S. MUSTONEN holds a Bachelor of 
Architecture/Urban Design, and a Master 
of Landscape Architecture (Honours), 
both from the University of Michigan. 
He has had over 35 years experience as 
a landscape architect in private practice 
and public service, in the United States, 
Canada, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia and 
Germany. He is President-Elect of the 
OALA, the Chair of the International 
Practice PPN, ASLA , and a LEED® 
Accredited Professional - Neighborhood 
Development. esmustonen@yahoo.com

NELSON EDWARDS, OALA, RPP, is a 
senior Landscape Architect and Urban 
Planner with Planning and Growth 
Management at the City of Ottawa. Nelson 
has over 25 years of experience in the 

Ottawa area, and has worked on greenbelt 
and green space master planning, as 
well as on regional road guidelines, and 
currently, the City of Ottawa’s Downtown 
Moves study. nelson.edwards@ottawa.ca 

ALAN TATE, MALA, CSLA, PPLI and 
Chair of the CSLA Awards of Excellence 
Program, is a Professor and former 
Head of the Department of Landscape 
Architecture at the University of 
Manitoba. Tate has organized the CSLA 
Awards program since 2002, and in 2007 
was the recipient of the Schwabenbauer 
Award for service and dedication to the 
Society. He is a former President of the 
UK Landscape Institute, and recently 
defended his PhD in Architecture, on 
typology and built environment.  
alan.tate@umanitoba.ca

KUDOS TO THE TEAM!  
Professor Alan Tate most sincerely 
thanks Dean Ralph Stern who, with 
the consistently dedicated staff at the 
University of Manitoba, ably upheld 
the tradition of excellence. “Immense 
thanks are due to Brandy O’Reilly for her 
assistance in administering the program 
again this year, and to students Shawn 
Stankewich, Shannon Loewen, Katharine 
Walker and Pearl Yip, for their assistance in 
unpacking, logging-in, printing, mounting 
and hanging the entries; putting together 
slide shows of the entries, assisting the 
jurors, processing their reports, preparing 
and mailing-out certificates and other 
documents,” said Tate.

From left to right |  DE GAUCHE À DROITE : Ralph Stern, Carmela Cucuzzella, Brandy O’Reilly, Erik Mustonen, 
Brian Parker, Alan Tate, Shannon Loewen, Nelson Edwards, James Tuer and Jonathan Cha
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TURNING BACK THE CLOCK
RÉTROSPECTIVE ÉDIFIANTE 1907

1907
1924
1934
1944
1954
1964
1972
1884
1994
2004
2014
2024
2034

CSLA
AAPC 

ce
le

br
at

in
g 

80
 y

ea
rs

 o
f C

SL
A 

| f
et

an
t 

80
 a

ns
 d

e 
l’A

A
PC

 

EN_ THIS YEAR, LP LOOKS BACK OVER 
THE YEARS with stories and vignettes 
from Canada’s landscape history. In this 
issue, Paul Allison wonders how much 
things have changed over the last century 
– at least in the way we scope out possible 
new clients. In 1911, John Charles Olmsted 
received a telegram from Sir James 
Dunsmuir, urgently requesting that he 
design a landscape for Colwood’s Hatley 
Park, near Victoria, British Columbia. But 
Olmsted had cause for concern…To read 
the story, turn the page!

FR_ LP SE PLAÎT À REVIVRE LES 
DERNIÈRES ANNÉES avec des anecdotes 
et des vignettes de la profession. Dans 
ce numéro, Paul Allison s’interroge sur 
l’évolution de nos méthodes pour trouver 
des clients au fil du dernier siècle. En 
1911, John Charles Olmsted a reçu un 
télégramme de Sir James Dunsmuir le 
priant de dessiner de toute urgence un 
paysage pour le parc Hatley de Victoria. Or, 
Olmsted avait de quoi s’inquiéter…Lisez 
l’article en anglais, et voir LP+.

ESSAY | ESSAI

NEPTUNE STEPS, ROYAL ROADS UNIVERSITY, 
HATLEY CASTLE, COLWOOD, B.C.   

PHOTO COURTESY ROYAL ROADS
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12. FORUM_TURNING [3]

On December 4, 1907, Maclure sat down at his desk and 
wrote a letter to John Charles Olmsted, addressed to the Arlington 
Club in Portland, Oregon, where he was temporarily staying. JCO, 
the nephew of Frederick Law Olmsted of New York’s Central 
Park fame, was at that time the first president of the American 
Society of Landscape Architects. Maclure wrote encouragingly to 
JCO to visit Victoria and consult with Dunsmuir on creating estate 
gardens for Hatley Park.

<<...Being familiar with the work of the late F. Law Olmsted I have 
asked my client to allow me to communicate with you to ask you 
what terms you would be willing to come to Victoria, view the site 
and prepare plans for the laying out of the grounds. There are 240 
acres in the estate, the site slopes towards the sea, southing, and 
there are innumerable springs of pure water flowing from the hill 
sides which could be used in any manner to beautify the grounds 
with lakes, streams, etc. This house is a very important one and I am 
anxious to have a siting prepared for it by your distinguished hand, 
if this is at all possible.>>

FOUR YEARS LATER… AN URGENT REQUEST
Olmsted did, in fact, consult with Dunsmuir in late December, 
1907, but never heard back from him. Then, in 1911, Dunsmuir 
sent the Olmsted firm a telegram urgently requesting Olmsted 
to visit and design a landscape before he left for a European tour 
that was popular with the Edwardian elite at the time. Olmsted 
was a little taken aback as he had not heard back from his initial 
consultation and was busy with other projects.

My Dear Mr. Olmsted,

…I do not think that any dealings 
you could have with him would 
be satisfactory to you…

…He is arbitrary and unjust and 
prefers insult to encouragement…

…Hon Mr. Dunsmuir is not a 
Lord, not even a Knight.

SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE
 PAUL ALLISON

As a professional landscape architect, have you ever asked a fellow LA or other professional colleague 
about the character of a potential new client? In the first decade of the 1900s, Samuel Maclure, a 
renowned architect in Victoria, was in the midst of completing Hatley Castle in Colwood, B.C., for the 
famous coal baron, Sir James Dunsmuir, Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia.
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Photo City of Victoria  
Archives M06101
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My dear Mr. Maclure...

…I have felt considerable reluctance to 
undertake to design the improvements 

which he now desires…

…It has also been intimated to me by 
someone, I forget now who, that his 
manner of dealing with professional 
men is not such as to be apt to meet 

with their entire approbation.

…I therefore earnestly venture to 
ask for your frank opinion…

Olmsted felt uncomfortable about Dunsmuir’s character. He 
decided on August 17, 1911, to write to Maclure for advice. Would it 
in fact be worth the time to work for Dunsmuir?

<<As Lord Dunsmuir did not accept the proposition which I made 
to him through you for a preliminary visit in 1907 and has gone 
ahead and improved his place in a manner which I now understand 
he is dissatisfied with, I have felt considerable reluctance to 
undertake to design the improvements which he now desires, lest 
our reputation should suffer through the assumption by any one 
interested that the place as a whole was designed by us.

It has also being intimated to me by someone, I forget now who, 
that his manner of dealing with professional men is not such as to 
be apt to meet with their entire approbation. I inferred, also, that it 
is possible, although it was not so stated, that he may be arbitrary 
and unjust in the matter of paying bills for professional services. 
I therefore venture to ask for your frank opinion as to whether 
you think it would be a reasonably satisfactory piece of work for 
our office to undertake, and whether you would advise us to have 
dealings with Lord Dunsmuir. I shall of course regard anything you 
say as absolutely confidential, in fact will return your letter to you if 
desired.

I have plenty to do so that I am not especially looking for work 
and am in a position to decline this work if it seems unlikely to be 
satisfactory.>> 

Maclure replied promptly on August 23, 1911.

<<My Dear Mr. Olmsted,
In reply to your letter of 17th inst, which has just reached me, I may 
say that my own experience with Hon. James Dunsmuir entirely 
bears out what you say has been intimated to you regarding his 
character as a client, and judging from this I do not think that any 
dealings you could have with him would be satisfactory to you, I 
have never been so badly treated by anyone as I have by him and 
this is in return for faithful services extended over several years, and 
many others have had similar experience with him. He is arbitrary 
and unjust and prefers insult to encouragement in dealing with 
professional men…and much as I should rejoice to have one of your 
beautiful gardens here I feel it would not be fair to you to encourage 
you to accept any work from a man of Mr. Dunsmuir’s extraordinary 
character.
 
P.S. You need not treat this as confidential unless you wish. Hon Mr. 
Dunsmuir is not a Lord, not even a Knight.>>

John
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HISTORIC HATLEY castle + park. THE Project 

Has this dialogue between Maclure and Olmsted 
resonated with you, perhaps mirroring your 
experiences with a prospective client? Despite the 
fact that over a century separates us from this 
exchange, when it comes to scoping out a client, 
some things never change. 
paulcallison@shaw.ca

FOR A LOOK AT HATLEY CASTLE TODAY, SEE >LP+

PHOTO NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
OLMSTED PARKS   www.olmsted.ord
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2014
LACF | FACP 2014

What questions are intriguing LAs in 2014? The LACF awarded $20,000 this year to fund research, development, and 
communications initiatives in a remarkable array of areas important to the profession. How can Humphrey Carver’s work inform our 
rekindled debate about the shape of the postwar suburbs? What luminaries guided the development of the profession in Manitoba? 
How can LAs better reach out into communities to share their expertise?
“From farmland sustainability to urban pop-up parks, LACF is proud to support these projects that reflect the expanding role 
landscapes play in providing social, cultural, ecological and economic benefits to society,” said LACF President, Cecelia Paine, FCSLA.

ASKING THE RIGHT QUESTIONS
> FR_LP+ | les bonnes questions

lacf 
FAPC

This year’s grants:
�Opportunities in Misaligned Grids: Enhancing sustainability of 
farmlands through designed agricultural patterns. Dr. Robert 
C. Corry, University of Guelph, who is also an active farmer, 
will evaluate southern Ontario landscape patterns, to 
develop approaches to integrate perennial land cover 
(woodlands, wetlands, grasslands, hay and pasture) into rural 
landscapes. ($5000)

�Humphrey Carver and the Suburban Landscapes of Postwar Canada. 
The auto-dominated suburbs are once again sparking vigorous 
public debate. Steven Logan, York University, will examine the 
work of Humphrey Carver (1902–1993), who attempted to balance 
a suburban aesthetic with the demands of the automobile. 
(Gunter Schoch Bursary Grant, $4000)

Drainscapes: Linking Landscape Research in the Public Imagination. 
Daniel Roehr, Matt Gibbs and Lindsey Fryett; UBC School of 
Architecture and Landscape Architecture, and Greenskins Lab 
will make a short film to communicate the role of Low Impact 
Development (LID) in balancing man-made landscapes. ($4000)

Sprout is a community engagement and mentorship program 
to connect experienced landscape architects and emerging 
professionals with community groups involved in public space 

development. Jon Woodside, Jeffrey Beaton, Victoria Bell, 
Adrienne Hall, Robin Mosseri and Inna Olchovski ($1,000)

Winnipeg Architecture Foundation (WAM) and Manitoba 
Association of Landscape Architects: Update to “Making a Place”. 
Monica Geisbrecht, Hilderman Thomas Frank Cram, MALA; Susan 
M. L. Algie, WAM, will build on the excellent earlier history (1998). 
($2225) (http://bit.ly/1ytAtjY)

Three Masters students at the University of Guelph were 
awarded research grants. With current pressures on wilderness 
ecological systems, Chad Neufeld will develop a case study and 
questionnaire to examine the need for design and management 
to maintain the very “nature” backcountry users are seeking: 
Exploring Backcountry Wilderness Design through the User 
Experience in Chilliwack Lake Provincial Park. ($275) Mark Affum 
will study the gardens of James Austen Floyd, 1950–1970, to 
trace themes that demonstrate the emergence of modernist 
style in Canadian landscape architecture. (Gunter Schoch Bursary, 
$2000) Kathleen Corey will examine VIVA Vancouver’s stand-
alone Parklet Pilot Program, by comparing it to San Francisco’s 
Pavement to Parks and examining one of the first parklets built 
under the Vancouver program, designed by PWL Partnership 
Landscape Architects.

For information contact Faye Langmaid, FCSLA, MCIP, LACF Annual Grants Program, lacf.grants@gmail.com, Website: lacf.ca

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE CANADA FOUNDATION | FONDATION D<ARCHITECUE DU PAYSAGE DU CANADA



2014 vol.16_no.3   65  

OTTAWA CONGRESS GALA, 2014: It 
was a most remarkable evening! On 
May 31, CSLA members who attended 
the closing gala of the Ottawa Congress 
donated $26,600 to the LACF. The 
remarkable outpouring of generosity 
was ignited by a spirited appeal for 
funds from out-going President 
Peter Briggs – but even Briggs was 
astonished by the results. In total, 
donations at Congress totaled $30,000. 
“That’s $2400 for the Schwabenbauer 
Scholarship, $1000 from the NWTALA 
to be allocated to a research project in 
the North,” he said, “and an additional 
$26,600 raised on the spot for the good 
that the LACF does! On the spot! What 
amazing generosity!”

lacf.ca

A GATHERING OF ESTEEMED AND GENEROUS FELLOWS AT CONGRESs 2014 | RASSEMBLEMENT D’AGRÉÉS ESTIMÉS ET GÉNÉREUX AU CONGRÈS 2014

BRANCH STUDY, WATERCOLOUR BY CAM 
PATTERSON | AQUARELLE DE CAM PATTERSON

The $2,400 for the Schwabenbauer 
Scholarship comes from a familiar source, 
Saskatchewan’s Cam Patterson, who once 
again this year donated two watercolours 
to be auctioned in support of the LACF. 
The two Branch Studies, says Patterson, 
were painted at Kenderdine Campus at 
Emma Lake, where he was “Honorary 
Custodian” on weekends last summer. “It 
was very rainy in July,” he said, “so I took 
a Birch branch (and numerous ants!) into 
my cabin to paint. I did a couple of studies 
(Branch Study nos. 1 & 2). The winner of 
the raffle was Gerry Lajeunesse, Congress 
Co-Chair.”

Learn more about LACF membership 
and support > lacf.ca

THANK YOU!
FR_LP+ | Les DONS 2014
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FR_
DE L’IDÉE À L’APPLI
En 2013, la FAPC a accordé une (modeste) bourse de 1000 $ au 
projet d’application Trees for Vancouver. En une seule année…ce 
microprojet n’a eu de cesse de grandir!

EN_
In 2013, LACF contributed a (modest) $1000 grant to the Trees for 
Vancouver – Reference Application Software project. And in just one 
short year since then…the pocket-sized project grew…and grew!

TREES AT YOUR FINGERTIPS…
Any student or landscape architect from Vancouver soon 
discovers that there is a sizeable gap in the horticultural literature 
for plant material specific to the region. The majority of books 
and websites are intended for readers in more populated areas, 
such as the UK, California and eastern North America. There are a 
few notable exceptions. Gerald Straley’s Trees of Vancouver (UBC 
Press, 1992) and Susan Murray’s Our Sylvan Heritage (Fitzhenry 
and Whiteside, 2004) stand out, but they are primarily useful 
for locating and identifying noteworthy trees: Murray for trees 
south of the Fraser River and Straley for trees within Vancouver’s 
city limits. Still, the range of trees grown in Vancouver is so 
much wider, and specific cultural information about those trees 
is mostly lacking. The Vancouver Trees app was developed to fill 
that gap.

LACF | FACP

FROM IDEA TO TREE APP
The book project grew in scope to include  
more than a thousand different trees. |  
Le projet a pris de l’ampleur pour englober  
plus de mille arbres.

A THOUSAND DIFFERENT TREES
Douglas Justice, primary author of the app, teaches in the 
Landscape Architecture program at the University of British 
Columbia and is Curator of Living Collections at UBC Botanical 
Garden. His course, Woody Plants in the Landscape, covers 
a broad range of trees and shrubs hardy in the area, and 
Justice approaches the material with equal parts botanical 
interpretation and horticultural experience. Mostly to satisfy 
repeated requests by students for information about the 
availability of specific trees in local nurseries and their behaviour 
under Vancouver’s conditions, Justice started writing down what 
he’d been teaching with the intention of producing a course 
textbook. However, with the encouragement of students, garden 
designers, arborists and landscape architects, and the help of 
collaborators Daniel Mosquin, Karin England and Steven Clark, 
the book project grew in scope to include most of the cultivated 
and commercially available trees in the Vancouver area — more 
than a thousand different trees. A turning point was reached in 
2011, when the group decided that it would be more valuable to 
publish the information in the form of an app. This would allow 
many more images to accompany the text, and map locations 
could be incorporated. The electronic format would allow updates 
and most importantly, user feedback could be a component of 
those updates.

IS THIS SPECIES A GOOD BET?
The original goal of the publication was not only to describe 
the range of deciduous and evergreen trees in Vancouver for 
identification purposes, but also to explain the local success 

THE VANCOUVER TREES APP TEAM 
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or failure of specific trees from an ecological perspective. Such 
an approach is often overlooked in the literature, which rarely 
mentions why a particular species might be a good or bad bet, 
and this, as much as anything, was what the group wanted to 
convey in the app.

“We included the ability to search on each tree’s extended 
characteristics, both physical and cultural,” said Douglas 
Justice. “If, for example, the user wants a list of small deciduous 
trees suited to moderate moisture – whether for planting in a 
hedgerow, or as a street tree, or on slab – the app will return a 
specific list based on those criteria. Searches can include not only 
physical features and site conditions, but also nativity, hardiness 
and a tree’s best uses. Is the species suitable for use around 
swimming pools, or as a bank stabilizer, or for attracting wildlife? 
Can it be employed for barrier plantings, or providing winter 
interest…and so on?”

TREE FINDING
Another of the project’s objectives was to include a library of 
local images and to publish the locations of locally significant 
trees and noteworthy groups of trees, so that users could 
actually see how particular trees are being used in Vancouver and 
how they perform. The project was helped along considerably 
with the addition of a number of municipal street tree, park and 
garden databases, which, together with extensive GPS data and 
thousands of images contributed by volunteer photographers, 
makes the app an indispensible resource for all kinds of users. 
Users of the app can browse text, search a library of tree images, 
view tree locations on Google Maps and create favourite plant 

lists, either to share or create a personal archive for quick 
referencing. But beyond the sophisticated functionality, the 
app should simply help users to recognize, correctly name and 
understand the characteristics of most trees growing in the 
Vancouver area, and allow them to make informed decisions 
when planting and designing with trees.

iPad and iPhone versions of the app will soon be available 
through the iTunes Store, and programming is currently 
underway for Android and Windows mobile devices, as well as a 
desktop version.

Financial Support 
The app could not have proceeded without the help of a 
number of collaborators, students and volunteers. Financial 
support was provided by a number of organizations, including 
the International Dendrology Society, Landscape Architecture 
Canada Foundation, UBC Teaching and Learning Enhancement 
Fund and Garden Club of Vancouver. The app would not have 
been produced without the ongoing support of the University 
of British Columbia and UBC Botanical Garden.

THE VANCOUVER TREES APP TEAM: KARIN ENGLAND, 
DOUGLAS JUSTICE, DANIEL MOSQUIN, STEVEN CLARK
karin.england@telus.net     douglas.justice@ubc.ca
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L A N D S C A P E  

A R C H I T E C T U R E
I N  C A N A D A

RON WILLIAMS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
IN CANADA BY Ron williams

 > FR_LP+ | ARCHITECTURE 
DE PAYSAGE AU CANADA

ESSENTIAL READING
Landscape Architecture in Canada is the 
first comprehensive history of landscape 
architecture in Canada, and it is a must-
read for all Canadian landscape architects 
and students of landscape architecture. 
Organized both chronologically and 
thematically, this beautifully written and 
illustrated book captures the motivations 
behind the projects and people who have 
shaped landscape architecture in Canada. 
Williams deftly links centuries of societal 
change in Canada with the emergence of 
landscape architecture, demonstrating 
how the planning and design of 
landscapes both shaped and elaborated 
these changes.

Williams also portrays the unique 
dimensions of Canadian landscape 
architecture – the early struggles to find 
plants that would meet the objectives of 
a particular design genre but would also 
survive the climate, the close link between 
the aspirations of the CPR and the creation 
of landscapes across the country, and 
Canada’s early commitment to urbanism 
that continues today. In addition to being 
essential reading for landscape architects, 
Williams’ thick concept of landscape 
architecture, ranging from vernacular 
design to professional design and from 
large scale planning to site specific 
details,provides a diverse narrative that 
will surely appeal to garden designers, 
planners, artists, and architects.

A CANADIAN STORY
Williams begins with the marked 
landscapes of the First Nations people 
who created sacred mounds and medicine 
wheels, and who established early 
transportation routes across regions of 

CRITIQUE
                

Book info:
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
IN CANADA
By Ron Williams
McGill-Queen’s University 
Press, 2014 (English)
Les Presses de l’Université de 
Montreal (Français)
$65.00, 672 pages 
354 images 
ISBN 9780773542068

Canada, such as the Iroquois Path across 
the Niagara peninsula. Early settlers 
also shaped the land. During the 1600s, 
Acadian farmers developed extensive 
dike systems to drain salt marshes. With 
the development of Upper Canada and 
Lower Canada, Williams relays the striking 
differences in land allotment produced by 
rivalling colonists from Britain and France. 
Lower Canada subscribed to the elongated 
linear farms of the seigniorial tradition, 
while Upper Canada adopted the system 
of quadrangle townships – landscape 
patterns one can see today flying over 
Quebec and Ontario.

A common theme revisited by Williams 
is the ameliorative role that landscapes 
have played in Canada’s increasingly 
urbanized environments. As early as 
the 18th century, the streets of New 
France were planted with street trees. 
As Williams explains, Canada’s early 
landscape designers formed the basis 
for the practice and theory of landscape 
design. The landscape designer Henry 
Adolph Engelhardt, for example, produced 
numerous cemeteries and parks and also 
the first Canadian book on landscape 
design, The Beauties of Nature Combined 
with Art (1872).

THE RISE OF THE PROFESSION
Williams reminds us that the development 
of large industrial cities in Canada and 
the need for major parks prompted the 
rise of the profession in Canada. Frederick 
G. Todd, who originally represented the 
Olmsted office for the Mount Royal 
project, opened his own office in Montreal 
in 1900 at the tender age of 23. Although 
young, Todd emerged as the model 
professional landscape architect – a 
nationally prominent designer and planner 
of parks and other civic landscape across 
Canada. By the 1920s, landscape architects 

“Williams is an experienced 
storyteller who knows 
exactly what will interest 
his audience.”

READ BY SUSAN HERRINGTON
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used popular magazines to publicize the 
profession. Williams notes that each 
month Canadian Homes and Gardens 
presented a professionally designed 
residential garden. While the depression 
era of the 1930s limited projects available 
to landscape architects, Williams 
points out that the economic crisis 
also motivated professionals to band 
together. In 1934, the Canadian Society of 
Landscape Architects and Town Planners 
was formed.

Williams also observes that the advent 
of modern landscape architecture began 
with Canadian-born Christopher Tunnard’s 
Gardens in the Modern Landscape 
(1938/1948). After World War II, modern 
residential design, which embraced a basic 
design vocabulary, emerged in places 
such as Vancouver where Cornelia Hahn 
Oberlander created one the first modern 
gardens at the Friedman residence in 
1953. Williams calls the 1960s a time of 
urban renaissance with the realization of 
major projects such as Denis Wilkinson’s 
Maitland Steinkopf Gardens in Winnipeg 
and Oberlander’s pioneering design for 
Robson Square in Vancouver. These 
complex projects prompted the creation 
of large multi-disciplinary offices, such as 
Man Taylor Muret founded in Winnipeg 
in 1966, which included numerous 
professionals.

The 1960s also ushered in the environ
mental movement, which struck deep 
chords with Canadian landscape 
architects. Ian McHarg’s former student, 
Michael Hough, brought McHarg’s 
ecological inventory and analysis method
ologies to his practice and teaching in 
Canada. Hough’s book City Form and 
Natural Process (1984) revealed the 
potential these methodologies held in an 
urban context. Williams surmises that 
these skills and perspectives became 
increasingly valuable in addressing the 
Canadian North where climate change has 
been most dramatic.

Williams asserts that by the turn of 
the 20th century, Canadian landscape 
architects had a renewed interest in 

history and multiculturalism. Alexander 
Reford’s restoration of Elsie Reford’s 
Edwardian garden and the creation of 
Les Jardins de Métis International Garden 
Festival in Quebec encapsulate this idea. 
Since 2000, the Festival has received 
international acclaim and has helped 
launch the careers of professionals, such 
as Claude Cormier, whose wit and creative 
force have brought much needed levity to 
landscape architecture.

IT’S HISTORY, BUT IT’S NOT BORING!
Yes, historians can be a rather tedious lot, 
but Williams is an experienced storyteller 
who knows exactly what interests his 
audience. His beautiful handling of the 
text provides an effortless read that keeps 
the story fresh. Carefully researched, 
Landscape Architecture in Canada provides 
the perfect amount of information on 
people and projects, and why they are 
relevant without getting bogged down 
by historical or technical details. The 
images also add a rich dimension to the 
narration. A combination of archival and 
contemporary photographs, computer-
generated and hand-drawn plans, and 
sketches, they are a testament to the 
breadth of scale and the scope of influence 
that landscapes have had in Canada.

susan.herrington@ubc.ca
susan.herrington@mentalpaint.net

LACF is proud to have supported  
this initiative.

FR_ LP+ | RENCONTRES
TOURNÉE DE PROMOTION

TOUR SCHEDULE

EN_ The CSLA, LACF, McGill-
Queen’s University Press, and les 
Presses de l’Université de Montréal 
have joined forces to promote Ron 
Williams’ long awaited and fascinating 
book, Landscape Architecture in 
Canada 2014, with a cross-Canada 
promotional Book Tour. The tour, 
entitled CONVERSATIONS, provides 
a unique opportunity to create public 
awareness about the role landscape 
architects have played in shaping the 
Canada we live in today.  It also offers 
visibility for LACF, CSLA and CSLA 
component associations as important 
institutions that support the 
profession and the landscapes that we 
are charged with stewarding

REGINA: September 17th 2014

WINNIPEG: September 19–20th 2014

GUELPH: October 15th 2014 at the

TORONTO: October 16th 2014 at the 
University of Toronto

More tour dates will be announced 
shortly! Regular updates of the tour 
will be posted on the CSLA website!

Order Landscape Architecture in 
Canada online:
www.csla-aapc.ca

CONVERSATIONS 
BOOK TOUR
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Urban DESign awards 2014
cherished destinationS in the making

>FR_LP+ 
PRIX DE DESIGN URBAIN

EN_When three of Canada’s leading 
design professions come together to name 
the best urban design in the country, city 
lovers take immediate notice. This year, 
Canada’s Urban Design Awards honoured 
exemplary place-making in 12 cities, large  
and small.

TRANSFORMATIVE
The Jury, chosen to represent landscape 
architects, architects and planners, looked 
for exciting urban design that builds richer 
communities — design that is sensitive and 
often transformative. Westminster Pier 
Park, for example, delighted the jurors with 
its rich programmatic elements, its diversity 
of spaces, its elegance and materiality. The 
Park, designed by PWL Partnership Landscape 
Architects Inc., was once a derelict brownfield. 
Now, said the Jurors, “One can already see that 

URBAN DESIGN AWARDS

this park will become a cherished destination 
to the inhabitants of Westminster.”

Pier Park earned an Excellence Award, as 
did five other projects, from Edmonton’s 
Blatchford Redevelopment by Perkins and 
Will to Thunder Bay’s Jiigew (By the Water) 
beacons by Brook McIlroy Architects/SPMB. 
Other award-winning urban places included 
several CSLA Awards of Excellence winners — 
Victoria Park Subway Station (p. 55), Pottery 
Road (p. 40), Guelph’s Market Square (2011), 
Calgary’s Poppy Plaza (p. 28) and projects as 
diverse as Toronto’s 11 Division Police Station 
(Stantec, Heritage Architecture and gh3), to 
Trois Rivieres Place Pierre Boucher and Platon 
Park (Urbanex division of Roche Ltd.).For a full 
list, www.raic.org

Two Special Jury Awards deserve special 
mention: City of Nanaimo for its Downtown 
Urban Design Manual (D’Ambrosio 
Architecture + Urbanism), and DTAH 
Architects Ltd. for Toronto’s Evergreen Brick 
Works. (See LP Awards 2013.)

“Every aspect of this (Evergreen) initiative 
makes it worthy of a case study — it did 
everything right!” wrote the jurors, Claude 
Potvin, Michael von Hausen, and Ken 
Greenberg, who represented the CSLA, the 
Canadian Institute of Planners, and the 
Royal Architectural Society of Canada, “…It 
delivered on all fronts: nature and ecology; 
heritage preservation and architecture; 
landscape and site remediation; energy and 
water conservation; and material resources. 
All of this was delivered with a process that 
brought the community together community 
interest groups, a multi-disciplinary 
professional team and an enlightened client.”

The jury found urban design across the 
country that is “generous and extroverted, 
that extends its reach beyond the confines 
of its programs and animates the space 
around it.

For more Urban Design Awards:
http://bit.ly/1fGTLqw

1 2
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1 EVERGREEN BRICK WORKS. DTAH ARCHITECTS LTD. 2 TROIS 
RIVIERES PLACE PIERRE BOUCHER AND PLATON PARK. 
URBANEX DIVISION OF ROCHE LTD. 3 + 4 WESTMINSTER PIER 
PARK. PWL PARTNERSHIP LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS INC. 

PHOTOS 1 CHRIS HILLIER 2 MARC-ANDRÉ GUÉNETTE  
3 + 4 PWL LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS INC.

3

4

The jury found urban design 
that is generous and 
extroverted, and animates the 
space around it. | Le jury a 
trouvé à travers le pays des 
aménagements urbains qui 
étaient « généreux et 
extravertis, et qui animent 
l’espace environnant.»
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www.madrax.com 1.800.448.7931

VISIONBICYCLE PARKING THAT REFLECTS YOUR

671487_Graber.indd   1 12/19/13   8:05 PM

676141_SofSURFACE.indd   1 15/01/14   4:44 PM
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We turn your big ideas into unique aquatic 

play solutions that will make your park the 

envy of commu nities everywhere. Create 

beautiful landscape designs and bring 

families together for fun, stress-free play.  

All through the wonder of water.

World leader in aquatic play solutions  
with over 5,000 installations worldwide 
vortex-intl.com • info@vortex-intl.com
1.877.586.7839 (free USA/CND) 
+1.514.694.3868 (Intl.)

681136_Vortex.indd   1 05/03/14   10:22 AM

1-800-265-5462     hendersonplay.ca

Henderson has been bringing smiles to children’s faces 
since 1971. As the nation’s leading playground maker, we
offer a full range of products to satisfy every child. From

-
ing rocks, play sculptures and rope play products, we have
what it takes to make your project a success. Visit our new
and improved website for everything you need, including 2D
top views, free to download.

We’ll provide the fun, you
provide the kids!

697535_Henderson.indd   1 6/7/14   5:37 PM
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Creating beautiful site furnishings is our expertise. 
For more information, visit barkmanconcrete.com 
and get a free copy of our 2014 catalogue.

682220_Barkman.indd   1 20/02/14   12:46 AM

Ask about the DOGIPOT poly product line.

 

DOGIPOT.com   800.364.7681

20 YeYY ars of Premier Service, Quality & ValuVV e
PPPrroviovidinding Ag AAestesthetheticaicallylly PlPleaseasinging EcEco-Fo-Frieriendlndly PPy r ddodu tcts

694714_DOGIPOT.indd   1 5/19/14   7:58 PM

WALLS

FOUNDATION

BRIDGES,
PARKING DECKS
AND BALCONY

ROOFING

GREEN ROOF

20 years of green thinking

www.sopranature.ca

High performance SOPRANATURE green roof systems by SOPREMA live up 
to your expectations. In addition to the diversity of SOPRANATURE systems, 
architects, builders and building managers can count on the SOPREMA 
professional team for recommandations concerning the perfect design for 
their projects. Consider SOPRANATURE for your next customized green roof.

693452_Soprema.indd   1 03/06/14   4:30 AM

683812_ZinCo.indd   1 04/03/14   6:35 PM



MOST DEPENDABLE FOUNTAINS,™
Contact:     Crozier Enterprises Ltd.         Tessier Recreo Parc
                     Landmark by Crozier                                 (Quebec)

                             866-624-9722                           800-838-8591

                      sales@crozier.ca
              

recreo-parc@tessier-rp.com

10135 SMSS

10155 SMSS
10125 SMSS

Features and Savings

One Fountain Source
Bottle Fillers,
ADA Drinking Fountains,
Pet Fountains and more...
  
www.mostdependable.com
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673265_Most.indd   1 23/12/13   11:22 AM
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groupeibidaa.com

ARCHITECTURE DE PAYSAGE 
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cardinal-hardy.ca ARCHITECTURE   |   PAYSAGE   |   DESIGN URBAIN

créateurs  
de lieux urbains

690092_IBI.indd   1 03/06/14   2:21 PM

Setting New Standards in
Corrosion Protection

10651 Keele St., Maple, ON L6A 3Y9 • T.  905-832-2922  Toll Free 1-800-794-9226  F. 905-832-1564 • Info@medallionfence.com  • www.medallionfence.com

Powder Coated Over Pregalvanized

Powder Coated Over Flo-Coat®

500 hrs

3000 hrs3000 hrs

Medallion Fence
For Over 45 Years

ARMOUR-SHIELD™ by Medallion Fence 
is a synergy of materials and manufacturing 
processes that is proven to exhibit greater 
corrosion resistance and superior powder 
coat adhesion.

Our fencing is manufactured using Allied 
Flo-Coat® a triple coated steel that is 
unmatched in terms of strength and durability.
Flo-Coat®  exhibits greater corrosion 
protection as the conversion coating 
passivates the Zinc to avert rusting. A clear 
top-coat seals in this protection and is an 
ideal primer for the  nal powder coat  nish.

Salt Spray Test ASTM B-117

Made in Canada

Ornamental Solutions: Residential, Commercial, Industrial and Manufactured to Project Speci cations

673532_Medallion.indd   1 6/10/14   6:26 PM



2014 vol.16_no.3   77  

M i l l e r 
C o m p o s t

TOLL FREE: 866.887.6457     WWW.MILLERGROUP.CA/COMPOST     EMAIL: COMPOST@MILLERGROUP.CA

Premium Compost

Quality Compost Blended Soils

Custom Rooftop Growing Media

Several Natural and Coloured Mulches

And so much more!

Pick-up or Delivery

Now open 6 days a week

Three locations to serve you better

Serving  Southern  Ontario

Suppor ting Sustainable Landscape Projec ts  Since 1990

You are in good hands with Miller Compost

696367_Miller.indd   1 6/12/14   8:54 PM

Dedication to innovation, advanced technology, and 
excellence in engineering has developed into the first ever
generation of outdoor LED fixtures from King Luminaire.

A new generation of post top, pendant, and area lighting fixtures offering:
■ 5x the usable life of HID fixtures ■ Energy Savings
■ Excellent light distribution ■ Instant on/off
■ Effective uplight control

For more information on our LED 
product line, and for a full list of 
fixtures offered, please visit us at 
www.stresscretegroup.com
or email led@kingluminaire.com

LED
T E C H N O L O G Y

Leading Edge LED technology

LEGENDARY KING QUALITY

N o r t h p o r t ,  A l a b a m a   • A t c h i s o n ,  K a n s a s   • J e f f e r s o n ,  O h i o   • B u r l i n g t o n ,  O n t a r i o

K803-FAFL Shown

628617_TheStresscrete.indd   1 07/03/13   11:23 AM
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Visit our new
location in Markham

2777 14th Avenue
905-479-2201,  Fax 905-479-2202

697413_Beaver.indd   1 6/11/14   6:01 AM

Contact us todayy for a qquote!
(775) 400-2883

www.wundercovers.com

WunderCovers® lets you seamlessly 
blend manhole covers, access hatches, 
grates, and drains into surrounding 
hardscape or landscape design.
Our recessed-tray covers allow for the 
installation of:

Disguise unsightly utility covers with 
any paving or landscape material for 
an elegant and functional alternative.

Pavers
Tile
Turf
Asphalt

Concrete
Gravel
Brick
And More!

682905_Wundercovers.indd   1 3/4/14   4:16 AM

The Proven Solution 
To Bike Parking

Cora Bike Rack (1995) Ltd.
Manufactured in Canada

Industrial Bike Racks used for

� Commercial Buildings

� Municipalities

� Property Management

� Institutions

1 800 739 4609 
www.coracanada.ca

695247_Cora.indd   1 5/23/14   12:31 AM

Manufacturers of Ornamental Iron
Fence Systems, the fence preferred by 

Canadian Architects since 1989.
Iron Eagle offers over 62 unique designs for

Commercial, Industrial and Residential applications

• CAD drawings available on our website •

IRON EAGLEIndustries Inc.

1256 Cardiff Blvd. 
Mississauga, ON  L5S 1R1

Tel.: (905) 670-2558 • Fax: (905) 670-2841
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PLANT A BIG IDEA.
WATCH IT CHANGE A CITY.

   
We don’t just want more urban trees –

We want them to last. The Silva Cell’s open, modular design 
protects soil under paving, providing maximum 

rooting area for the tree and allowing 
water to permeate the entire soil column. 

This means healthier, longer-lived trees and a truly 
sustainable urban landscape.

www.deeproot.com
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Learn more at treegrate.com or 
call 519 448 3395

McCoy Construction Castings is now EJ

Style your surroundings 
with timeless and 
appealing streetscape 
products.
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FAIRWEATHER SITE FURNISHINGS, a Leader International company,  
1540 Leader International Drive, Port Orchard, WA 98367-6437
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Turn roof tops into
landscaped decks.

Envirospec Incorporated
Phone (905) 271-3441
Fax (905) 271-7552

www.envirospecinc.com

Call or send for free
descriptive literature

�

Paver Pedestal System

Designed &Manufacturedin Canada
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ECORASTER ®
Permeable Pavers Since 1993

• German Engineered
• All Weather Performance
• Heavy Duty Quality
• Turf Reinforcement
• Erosion Control
• Stormwater Management

The Original Permeable PaverThe Original Permeable Paver

www.ecoraster.ca
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>FR_LP+ DES EMBLÈMES? NON MERCI! 
 
EN_Last fall I was in Russia. Putin’s government is pouring billions 
into the restoration of Czarist palaces and gardens. He is supporting 
a rejuvenation of the Russian Orthodox Church. Refurbished churches 
are flourishing, adorned with walls of restored icons. While I respect 
history, much of what I saw left me uneasy. I am not comfortable 
with the worship of images. The blood of iconoclasts runs in 
my veins.

The iconic landscapes of the world tend to be relics of 
times when dominance over nature was the objective and the 
built landscape was an expression of ego and power. Such is the 
Peterhof, Peter the Great’s answer to the Palace of Versailles. 
Most celebrated examples of modern architecture are similar 
celebrations of self-expression and wealth. They consciously 
seek the title “iconic.” Landscape Architects often feel that our 
profession, too, should trumpet its iconic landscapes.

Whenever a call goes out to identify great examples of 
landscape architecture in Canada, we seem to come up short. It is 
not that we lack excellent projects. It is not that we lack talented 
designers doing great work. We lack the stunning images that 
architects are able to produce of their projects. Part of the reason 
is that it is more difficult to photograph a landscape than a 
building. But more so, it is because what we do is fundamentally 
different from what architects do.

WE DESIGN EXPERIENCES, NOT OBJECTS
Perhaps I am influenced by my own background in landscape 
restoration. For many years, my definition of a successfully 
restored landscape was simple: no one would know that we were 

ever there. While that is at the extreme, all of our work demands 
a measure of humility. We design experiences, not objects. We 
work with nature and our projects rarely resemble the drawings 
for many years. Often, by the time they have matured they have 
changed, modified in response to changes in demands from the 
surrounding communities.

The greatest examples of successful landscape architecture 
often owe surprisingly little to their design. They are the result of 
sound landscape planning decisions that identified and set aside 
spaces that have endured over time. The success of New York’s 
Central Park owes more to Olmsted’s ability to sell a great idea than 
to his masterful design.

In my own city, Edmonton, the river valley trail system is the 
gem of Edmonton’s park system and a testament to our ability 
to restrain our urge to over-design. By contrast, our central urban 
square, Winston Churchill, continues to be a heavily used and 
loved space in spite of self conscious attempts to make a dramatic 
design statement.

That does not mean that landscape design need be inconspicuous 
and anonymous. Claude Cormier’s Pink Balls project on the cover 
of the summer 2013 edition of LANDSCAPES|PAYSAGES is 
immediately identifiable as a product of his fertile imagination. 
Although it bears the designer’s unmistakable stamp, it is not an 
expression of ego. The project does what it needs to do. It demands 
that you look to the sky, invites you to celebrate, encourages 
interaction and challenges you to search for further meaning.

Great religious art inspires spirituality, not idolatry, and great 
projects inspire reflection, not admiration. Icons say, “Worship me.” 
Great art says, “Look to your soul.” Iconic projects say, “Look at me.” 
Great landscape architecture says, “Look at the world.”

RonaldMiddleton@shaw.ca

ICONS? NO THANKS!
RONALD MIDDLETON

THE LAST WORD | LE MOT DE LA FIN

Iconic projects say, “Look at me.” 
Great landscape architecture 
says, “Look at the world.”
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